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Prishtina welcoming experts

On 8th of November, over 100 diplomats, editors, foreign policy experts from Europe, America and Africa will
meet for the second edition of Germia Hill Conference to discuss “The Future of Transatlantic Relations: South East
Europe and Beyond”, organized by European Ccouncil of Foreign Relations and MFA

Although the importance of Eu-
rope in America’s grand strategy
has been in decline since the end
of the cold war, the US and the
EU continue to share basic inte-
rests and values. There are indeed
many issues and regional arenas
where transatlantic cooperation
remains a high priority: from the
hotspots in the Western Balk-
ans to the Middle East and Nor-
th Africa going through a period
of turmoil, to Afghanistan. But
the global crisis kicking in after
the 2008 financial meltdown has
accentuated the drift apart. The
“pivot to Asia” policy enunciated
by the Obama administration in
late 2011 is driven by the realiza-
tion that increasingly scarce re-
sources have to be deployed with
strategic foresight. As Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton argued in a
piece published by Foreign Policy,
“the future of politics will be de-

cided in [East] Asia, not Afghanis-
tan or Iraq, and the United States
will be right at the center of the
action”. Leadership succession in
Beijing or the green shoots of a ge-
nuine political turnaround in Bur-
ma/Myanmar matter more to US
policy makers than events in Eu-
rope’s southeast
or even in oil-
rich Arab wor-
1d. At the same
time, the now
chronic finan-
cial crisis para-
lyzing the EU has sapped support
for a more ambitious common de-
fence and security policy helping
member states leverage their col-
lective weight in global affairs.
Nowhere is that as visible as in
the cutbacks in defence spending
driven by austerity, as ECFR’s re-
cent brief How to Stop the Demili-
tarisation of Europe has demons-

trated. The second edition of Ger-
mia Hill conference organised by
ECFR in partnership with the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs of Koso-
vo will examine areas and issues
where coordination of diplmatic
efforts between US and EU makes
areal difference. In the Western

Institutions present at 2012 Germia

Hill: ECFR, ICG, Atlantc Council, Hoover
Institution, Brookings Institute, Chatham
House, TransAtlantic Institute, SAIS, etc.

Balkans, where Eurocrisis has for-
tunately not put an end to EU ex-
pansion, the US still has akey role
to play in helping with the unfini-
shed business from the 1990s.
Europe and America have to
join forces in helping anchor ep-
ochal changes across the Arab
world and assist, in a non-intru-
sive manner, the evolution of more

accountable and open political re-
gimes to replace decades-long au-
thoritarian rule. At the same time,
they have to forge a credible strate-
gy in dealing with security threats
resulting from the instability as-
sociated with such a major shift.
Regional crisis sparked off by the
looming civil war in Syria and
Iran’s nuclear programme, how-
ever, make such a joint strategy a
rather tall order.

After the remarkable success
of the inaugural Germia Hill con-
ference in Novemeber 2011, this
year’s event will gather a group of
top policymakers, prominent ana-
lysts and experts and high-profile
journalists from the EU, US, the
Western Balkans and Turkey to
debate over the course of two days
all those and other related issues,
as well as to formulate recommen-
dations on how to improve and ad-
vance transatlantic cooperation.

mat

Follow Germia Hill on Twitter: @germiahillconf & #GH2012

Clinton,
Ashton’s visit
to Kosovo

Clinton and Ashton said
that the dialogue is fun-
damental to the future of
Kosovo and Serbia.

The United States Secretary
of State, Hillary Cliton along
with the High Representative
of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy, Catherine Ashton paid an
official visit to Kosovo on 30-31
December, 2012, where they met
with President Atifete Jahjaga,
Prime Minister Hashim Thagi
and leaders of political parties. In
these meetings parties discussed
about te continuation of technical,
but also political talks with Serbia,
as well as for Kosovo's integration
into the European Union. Prime
Minister Thagi stated that the
state of Kosovo is consolidating
and is getting stronger every day
and that Kosovo’s independence
and its territorial integrity and
its internal state organization,
are internationally recognized
and uncontested facts. “But,
there are many issues of interest
to the two countries and in the
interest of citizens in the two
states. Dialogue is the only path
toward EU integration; it is the
decisive catalyst for the success
of this process. Normalizing
relations between Kosovo and
Serbia is in Kosovo’s interest, it is
in the interest of Serbia, it is in the
interest of the region, it is in the
interest of strong investment in
the European Union, the United
States of America, for peace,
stability, regional cooperation and
the Euro-Atlantic perspective.
Therefore, after the opening of
this chapter, in Kosovo, in Serbia
and in the region, citizens are
more hopeful and have more
CONTINUES ON PAGE 3
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Diplomatic Bits & Pieces

5 QUICK QUESTIONS

KOsovo IS a vibrant, young
and dynamic place, quite close
to Austria in many respects

What is the best thing about working
1 and living in Kosovo?

I'would say people, people and people.
When I arrived together with my wife in
January 2011 we were positively surprised by
the warmth and hospitality of the people in
Kosovo. It is a vibrant, young and dynamic
place, quite close to Austria in many respects.
It happens regularly when I travel the coun-
try that I am approached by somebody, young
or old, who has a story to tell and who shares
fond memories of his or her Austrian experi-
ence. For some these are memories of the op-
portunity to have had access to a good univer-
sity during the dark days of Milosevic, when
Austrian universities opened their doors and
became a second home to many. For others,
Vienna was often considered as the gate to
the rest of the world. But this can also be fond
memories of shared moments with relatives
living or working in Austria. This multitude
of different aspects contributing toa very posi-
tive image of Austria in Kosovo makes my job
and life very easy and full of opportunities.

Kosovo?

2 The largest and most visible part of
the Austrian presence is currently certainly
our KFOR-contingent with some 600 troops
on the ground. Austria is the largest non-NA-
TO contributor to KFOR and the 3rd largest
overall and held until recently the position of
DCOM-KFOR. We have Austrians in leading
positions in the OSCE and EULEX. But look-
ing to the future, what is even more important,
isahealthy presence of Austrian companiesin
the banking, insurance or construction sector
but also some well known Austrian brands
making inroads into the kosovan market like
Red Bull, Swarovski or the Porsche dealer-
ship. With investment plans of about 200 mil-
lion Euros the Austrian Hydropower provider
KELAG will not only contribute to a more
stable power supply but also introduce a good
share of clean energy, which is very important
for everybody living in this country. Austrian
companies are thus not only strategic part-
ners for the future of your beautiful country
but also generate jobs and contribute to the
livelihood of thousands of families.
tions developing?

3 As you know, Austria has been pres-
ent in the region for a very long time and had
also played her role in the statehood of Alba-
nia, the centenary of which we are all celebrat-
ing end of November. This is very present in
Kosovo. But also more recently Austria was

How big is the Austrian presence in

How do you see Austria-Kosovo rela-

NOS SCIMUS,
NON SOLUM
SCRIBERE

Johann
Brieger,
Ambassador
of Austria in
Kosovo

host to President Ahtisaari during the Vien-
na talks and fellow Austrian diplomats like
Albert Rohan played and are still playing an
important role in helping Kosovo on its path
to statehood as a close partner and advocate
of your rightful aspirations. Honoring those
political and often emotional ties between our
countries and citizens, it was thus a very per-
sonal desire for our Vice Chancellor Michael
Spindelegger to fly to Pristina on September
10th and actively participate in the solemn
ceremony in Parliament. These close ties go
well beyond ordinary diplomatic or business
relations - they have developed into some-
thing larger and at the very same time more

personal - very special and unique.
4 Moving around a lot as a Diplomat
your favorite part becomes where
your friends are. Having and seeing many of
them regularly throughout the country, it is
again more about people than places. But we
like to enjoy the fresh air in the Rugova Valley
or in Dragash, a leisurely stroll through the
historic centre of Prizren but also like to go to
Gjakova and Peja or enjoy the tranquility of
Decani monastery.

What is your favorite part of Kosovo?

What is your current reading list?

Tjust finished The Successor by Ismail

Kadare and started the book Diplomat
am Rande der Weltpolitik from Albert Ro-
han. Interesting reading is also Confessions
of an Economic Hit Man by John Perkins and
Globalization and its discontents by Joseph
Stiglitz. If time allows I like to reread some
classics from Austrian literature like Arthur
Schnitzler or Franz Kafka but also enjoy
reading fiction from Dan Brown. A book of
a different nature I am currently reading and
can recommend is Gimme one by Barbara
Schroter, which is a story about the daily chal-
lenges in the lives of dogs, told from their very
own perspective in the form of a dog’s diary.
As we have saved two puppies of stray dogs
shortly after we arrived in Kosovo and who
have become cherished family members in the
meantime, this is something all dog lovers can
easily relate to.
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FROM THE EMBASSIES

After meeting
with Prime Min-
ister Thagi, the
British Foreign
Secretary, William
Hague, said that
the dialogue
between Kosovo
and Serbia should
not be endless.

William Hague’s visit to Kosovo

First Secretary of State, William Jefferson Hague
has been on an oficial visit to the Republic of
Kosovo, where he met with leaders of the gov-
ernmental institutions of the Republic of Kosovo,
President Atifete Jahjaga and Prime Minister
Hashim Thaci. After meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Thaci, the British Foreign Secretary, William
Hague, said that the dialogue between Kosovo and
Serbia should not be endless, but that progress
must be achieved in all stages of the process aimed
at normalizing relations between two countries.
He stated that the future of all the countries of

the Western Balkans lies in the European Union.
Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo has
stressed that the agreement for the normalization
of relations between Kosovo and Serbia will be in
the interest of all people in the region. “Kosovo is
ready to continue this process. A broad multi-
party and interetnic political consensus was
established in Kosovo. It is extremely important
to us that the democratic world - European Union
is also united and supportive for the initiatives of
Baroness Ashton”, said Thagi.

Deputy Foreign Minister Selimi participates in the
meeting of the Visegrad Group + Western Balkans

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Kosovo, Petrit Selimi,

has participated in the ministe-

rial meeting of the Visegrad Group,
expanded with representatives of
the Western Balkan states, held in
Warsaw, Poland. The European Com-
missioner for Enlargement and Eu-
ropean Neighborhood Policy, Stefan
Fiile, has attended this meeting. The
meeting was chaired by the Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic

of Poland, Radoslav Sikorski, as the
host, while Kosovo’s Deputy Foreign

Minister Selimi held a speech at the
meeting behind closed doors as did
other ministers from the Balkans and
Central Europe. Selimi had also oficial
bilateral meetings with his counter-
part in Poland, Grayna Maria Berna-
towicz, where they discussed concrete
forms of cooperation between the two
countries. Mr . Selimi attended this
meeting after a visit to Berlin, where
he has participated as a speaker at the
Aspen Institute conference, dedi-
cated to security issues in Southeast
Europe.

The conference
is sponsored
by Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
of Republic of
Kosovo and Fo-
rum Alpbach.

Kosovo's

NewDiplomat

Minister Beqaj presents Kosovo'’s
potentials in London

The Minister of Economic Development, Besim Be-
qaj, participated in the Kosovo - Great Britain Trade
and Investment Conference, held in London on 10-11
October, where he presented Kosovo’s investment
potentials to British investors and held a lecture at
the Sheffield University. Minister Beqaj underlined
that the Republic of Kosovo continues to improve its
investment environment, noting the favorable leg-
islation. MED Head emphasized that the potential
investment sectors include energy, mines, informa-
tion technology, food processing industry, metal pro-
cessing industry, wood processing industry, textile
industry, etc. while ensuring the investors that they
will enjoy full institutional support.

Kosovo’s New Diplomat is a hi-monthly publication of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Republic of Kosovo / Publisher: Petrit Selimi / Editors of this issue: Astrit

Zatrigi, Drilon Zogaj / This publication is supported by KS Talks EU program of
British Council Kosovo, sponsored by British Embassy in Prishtina and MFA Kosovo / Views expressed in the publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of sponsoring institutions or publisher / Contact: Government building, Mother Theresa str. PN,
10000 Republic of Kosovo; email: newdiplomat@rks-gov.net; web: www.mfa-ks.net; Twitter: @MFAKosovo
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even earlier is was the Darda-
nian Kingdom. One of the things
which becomes confusing in
a hurry is that Kosovo has a
Serbian minority and an ethnic
Albanian majority. In short, it
means everyone wasn’t necessa-
rily happy to see Kosovo formed.
The wars dividing the region
were harsh and often bloody
and there’s still some lingering
echoes today. Although Kosovo
was named an indepedent na-

Title: Kosovo Tales:

Two Hearts, One Love
Authors: Lee Ann

Sontheimer Murphy
Publisher: Rebel Ink Press, LLC
Publication Date: October 1,
2012

5the end of World War 1. Yu-
goslavia, a new country at the
time, is now a memory. Go back
to Roman times and it was the
Roman province of Dardania,

EVERY ISSUE OF NEW DIPLOMAT WE WILL RECOMMEND
BOOKS, REPORTS OR WEBSITES WITH INTERESTING AND
UPDATED CONTENT ON KOSOVO.

tion for the first time last month,
there’s still dissent over the pos-
siblity of partitioning Kosovo.
But I'm not here to talk politics
or even pretend | understand
the diverse, difficult issues of
southeastern Europe one hun-
dred percent. I'm here to share
some stories. | like to think the
tales are poignant, heartbrea-
king, and also a reaffirmation of
both life and love. I'm sure some
will wonder just how and why

I was inspired to write Kosovo
Tales.

The answer, in short, is that |
had the privlege and pleasure to
know some Albanian immigrants
to the United States. | found
them to be warm, intelligent
people who endured many
things in their native land.

This isn’t their story, not at
all. My stories are fiction but
they were inspired by some of
the realities.

RECOGNMETER

- KOS0VO CONTINUED TS ENGAGEMENT WITH
MANY COUNTRIES SEEKING RECOGNITION. OFFICE
OF DPM PACOLLI INFORMED THAT BURUNDI
RECOGNIZED THE REPUBLICOF KOSOVO.

- FIFAS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S NEXT MEETING
INTOKYO, ON 14 DECEMBER. FIFAMAY RECOGNIZE
KOSOVO'S RIGHT TO PLAY INTERNATIONAL
MATCHES.

- REGIONAL COOPERATION COUNCIL WILL ALSO
DECIDEONKOSOVO MEMBERSHIP BY END OF 2012.

The Republic of Burundi has confirmed the recognition of the
Republic of Kosovo. Verbal note of recognition was submitted

to the Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo, Behgjet Pacolli, by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Burundi Laurent Kavakure, in Bu-
jumbura, the capital of the Republic of Burundi. Also this month,
FIFA, world’s football governing body, is expected to confirm its
decision to grant Kosovars right to play friendly matches.

Every two months, Kosovo’s
New Diplomat will report
on the rate of recognitions
of Kosovo’s sovereign and

independent status b UN
member states, international
institutions and sports and
cultural organizations.

Clinton, Ashton’s visit to Kosovo

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

trustin a Euro-Atlantic future of
development,” said Thagi. After
the meeting with Prime Minister
Thaci, the American Secretary

of State, Hillary Rodham Clinton
emphasized among other issues
that the normalization of relations
between the state of Kosovo and
Serbia s critical for Kosovo’'s and
Serbia’s future progress. “In the
US, we believe that the steps un-
dertaken by Kosovo are especially
important for you. We believe
that by moving toward the EU,
you will be rewarded for the hard
work, and sacrifice of the people
of this generation, past genera-
tions and generations that are to
come” - said Secretary Clinton.
In the joint press conference with
Prime Minister Thaci and Ba-
roness Ashton, Secretary Clinton
stressed an important message:
“Allow me to be clear not just for
people in Prishtina, but for all
those watching and listening in
the entire region: the USA fully
supports the sovereignty of Koso-
voand its territorial integrity, and
it wishes to see the application of
rule of law in all Kosovo. We op-

pose any kind of talks about ter-
ritorial change or the opening of
the topic of Kosovo's independent
status. These topics are not open
todiscussion. Kosovo's sovereign
and independent borders are
clear and defined” - said Secreta-
ry Clinton. “Iam grateful to the
Prime Minister for saying that he
is the Prime Minister of the north
and south. We cannot wait to help
the Prime Minister and Govern-
ment, and the people of Kosovo to
make this pledge a reality, in the
north and south. The USA is very
proud of the friendship we have
with Kosovo,” said the American
Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton.
In the joint press conference with
Prime Minister Thaci and Ameri-
can Secretary of State, Clinton, the
High Representative of the Euro-
pean Union, and Vice President

of the European Commission,
Catherine Ashton said: “I want to
say to the people of Kosovo that
your future is in the European
Union and we look forward to
seeing you achieve this objective”.
In addition, Baroness Ashton
said, she was aware that the
dialogue we started in Brussels
isnot easy for the Prime Minister
of Kosovo, and is not easy either
for the people of Kosovo, with
your history and fear. But, Ms.
Ashton guaranteed that this was
adialogue which would improve
lives, a dialogue which would
normalize lives, so that people in
the north can continue their daily
lives, feeling part of a community
and part of social life. This will be
done by sitting down and talking,
talking openly and freely - said
Baroness Ashton.

Kosovo marks the greatest progress in World
Bank’s “Doing Business” ranking

For the first time since Kosovo's in-
volvement in the World Bank report
“Doing Business”, in 2013 Kosovo
marks the greatest progress in this
ranking. Kosovo, which is ranked
98th, has advanced 19 places com-
pared tolast year, when the country
wasin position 117. The protection of
investors has improved by 74 posi-
tions, making the greatest increase
compared tootherindicatorsin this
report. , highest such jump in WB
reports. This is the most significant
reportrelated to the doing business

indicators. The characteristic of this
year, according to the report, is that
in Kosovo the majority of business
start-up procedures are provided
free of charge by the relevant insti-
tutions. 26 new business registra-
tion centers “one-stop-shop” have
been opened where businesses can
get all services in one place and get
theregistration number of the busi-
ness with the fiscal number in only
one document and within one day.
Challenges reported by the report
are related to stagnation with the

registration of the property in time
required and the cost to resolve
issues of bankruptcy. The report
also notes that in Kosovo, there is
no change in access to credit. The
evaluation in this report is based
on 11 indicators: starting a busi-
ness, obtaining construction per-
mits, getting electricity, registering
property, getting loans, protecting
investors, paying taxes, enforcing
contracts, resolving insolvency,
trading across borders and the re-
cruitment of work.
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The eighth edition of
Prishtina Jazz Festival

Prishtina Jazz Festival, the first fes-
tival of jazz music in Kosovo, marks
its eighth edition. In the past seven
editions, the festival has gathered a
considerable number of great jazz
musicians, local and international.
For the past two years, the festival
has been supported also by Koso-
vo's MFA.

The Director of Prishtina Jazz
Festival Ilir Bajri is one of Koso-
vo’s prominent artists. He said
that there are jazz artists in Koso-
vo and their number is constant-
ly growing. The youngest genera-
tion of Kosovo artists and talents
are educated in the main jazz edu-
cation centers. Two of them are at-
tending school in the New School
of Jazz and Contemporary Music
in New York.

“Never in Prishtina have there
been as many clubs in which jazz
is played and interpreted, whe-
reas musicians never lacked desire
and willingness to perform. Main-
ly owners and organizers of such
events are the ones who should
be criticized because often they do
not care much about the conditions
and the manner of the organiza-
tions of such evenings”, said Bajri.
However, he added that “it is ine-
vitable for me to criticize also the
musicians who easily give up for
reasons of dissatisfaction. This ne-

PRISHTINA'
JAZZ FESTIVAL

02 - 06 NENTOR
TEATRI ODA

02 - 06 NOVEMBER
ODA THEATER

cessarily leads to unpleasant and
harmful compromises, for the mu-
sicians, for the owners of the clubs
as well as for the society in gene-
ral”. Bajri announced the artists
who will perform at this year’s ad-
dition are Kevin Brady Trio from
Ireland (November 2nd), Elif Ca-
glar Quintet from Turkey (No-
vember 3rd), KASU (November
4th), Max Kochetov Quartet from
Serbia (November 5th), and Kek-
ko Fornarelli Trio feat. Eric Vloei-
mans from Italy and the Nether-
lands (November 6th).

In terms of the support and un-
derstanding that the festival enjoys
in the organizational and finan-
cial aspects, Bajri stressed that the
supportis usually inadequate and
thereare many challenges and pro-
blems most of which are unreaso-
nable and unnecessary. Of course,
Bajri concluded, “there are also
problems and gaps from our side
as hosts, we have apathy and dif-
ficulties obtaining support from
sponsors”

The HighLand Lute, Kosovo guide,
winners of the AppCamp Kosova 2012

Leart Zogjani and Bardh Lohaj,
the authors of the mobile applica-
tion “The HighLand Lute”, are the
winners of the AppCamp Kosova
2012. The game bases tells the sto-
ry of Balkan mytholog

ical creaters encountered by the
main character Ali Pasha of Gu-
cia, based on “The Highland
Lute”, an influential epic of the
famous Albanian poet and trans-
lator, Gjergj Fishta. The game was
demonstrated on Android plat-
form with excellent graphics for
aprototype. “The HighLand Lute”
presents a good opportunity for
the international market, where
people can download the game
and play for fun, but at the same
time they will learn new things
onour history interactively”, said
Leart Zogjani.

Under the umbrella of App-
Camp Kosovo, more than 150 par-
ticipants had the opportunity to
see 16 prototypes presented be-
fore a jury, for which it was very
difficult to decide on the 4 prizes
of 3,000 euro (12,000 euro in to-
tal), and on the special reward for

the trip to Barcelona. Dorjan Be-
rishaj, for the application named
“Skenderman”, Agon Lohaj, for
theapplication “ZAG”,and Blerta
Thagi, for te application Bragat -
Prishtina Street Style, were awar-
ded 3,000 euro each.

The teams were evaluated on
the basis of the importance of the
idea, content, connection with the
appropriate platform (iOS or An-
droid). The event was sponsored
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Kosovo, IPKO
Foundation, Innovation Centre
Kosovo, the Norwegian Embassy
and the British Council, with the
aim of improving the image/pre-
sence of Kosovo in the mobile ap-
plications markets.

Follow us on
Twitter
@MFAKosovo

NEWDIPLOMATS

BUBULINA KRASNIQI

m What do you do, where are you based? | am a Senior Officer for
International Organizations within the Department for Bilateral Rela-
tions and International Organizations. I am based in Prishtina.

m What is the most you like about the job you do? The privilege |
was given to work in an environment filled with professionals on the
field, gave me the opportunity to contribute and to be part of impor-
tant processes in the Ministry.

m What is the best thing about the city you live in? Prishtina is
the city where 1 was born and raised and its energy is what I love the
most. | find it fascinating how young people here are optimistic about
the future and how fast they move along with the trends, culture and
changes, as most of the developed countries.

KADRI DAKA)J

m What do you do, where are you based? | am appointed as first
Consul at the Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in Paris, France.

m What is the most you like about the job you do? Working in a
Consular Mission in Paris, has given me the privilege of being one of
the Kosovo’s diplomats, representing my country officially in France.
Establishing from the beginning a Consular mission in Paris is a privile-
ge and simultaneously a great responsibility. What I like the most in
our work the influence that Paris has as one of the most important
diplomatic centers in Europe and beyond.

m What is the best thing about the city you live in? Paris is one of
the most beautiful metropolitan cities in the world, with its peculiar
architectural epitomes and enthusiasm for the arts, history and diffe-
rent cultures. Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, Louvre Museum are pearls
whose architectural, historical and artistic beauties and values remain
unique throughout the world.

RUDINA BUKOSHI

m What do you do, where are you based? | am the First Secretary at
the Embassy of Republic of Kosovo to Japan. | just moved to Tokyo, one
of my favorite cities in the world. Everybody who is in love with the
history of Japan would wish to be posted here. | hope to enjoy all the
bounty of this country.

m What is the most you like about the job you do? | fit this job and
this job fits me. This is and always has been one of my life objectives -
being a diplomat, promoting my Kosovo everywhere in the world, even
in the Far East countries.

m What is the best thing about the city you live in? Everybody

who comes for the first time in Tokyo, is fascinated, astonished and it
seems you are living in another world of your fantasies. You can see a
combination of tradition and futurism. The Japanese people are the
best example of self-disciplined, responsible citizens. Hence, their
civic consciousness for me represents the best proof of patriotism.

VLORAT GASHI

m What do you do, where are you based? | am the Head of Finance
Division in the Department of Budget and Finance in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

m What is the most you like about the job you do? Being part of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, an institution that promotes values
and represents Kosovo in the international arena is a privilege and a
motivation for my work. The Department for Budget and Finance, part
of which I have been since its foundation, in the financial context, has
brought into function the Diplomatic and Consular Missions, as the
Ministry has created a system that had to be established since its very
beginnings. All this success has been achieved due to the excellent
mutual cooperation.

m What is the best thing about the city you live in? Taking into
consideration that I was born and I live in Prishtina, I would like to give
a brief description presenting Prishtina as an amazing place for Koso-
vo young people. Prishtina has great values making it a pleasurable
place for all Kosovo citizens, starting from universities, theatres,
museums, libraries and other cultural institutions that it contains.
Prishtina has a very emancipated and motivated youth, ready to help
the country’s progress, and this makes me very happy to live in such a
society.
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FEATURE of the MONTH

Rugova Valley. It is a mixed place, there are
recreational areas which you can find a lot in the valley.

PHOTOGRAPHS KOSOVOGUIDE, FLYINGFORKOSOVO

The Valley of environmental fanatics

This region remains well preserved and still less explored, but offering great
opportunities for lovers of eco- and rural tourism.

Rugova Valley is one of the most at-
tractive natural areas of the region.
it belongs to the Albanian Alps
range of mountains situated at the
western part of Kosovo. There are
13 villages populated with «Rugova-
nians» who are famous for their fa-
natic love of the environment, their
specific cultural activities, and prac-
tice of folklore. The highest peak of
the Rugova valley reaches up to
o560m above sealevel, and the area
is quite rich with rivers, natural
lakes at 1800m on the mountains,
3om high waterfallsand several na-
tural caves.

This region remains well pre-
served and still less explored, but
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Your free and open guide to Kosovo

potentially offering great opportu-
nities of diversion for lovers of eco-
and rural tourism. Its territory al-
lows a total immersion in smells
and tastes of the nature. Possibili-
ties for sports are huge during the
whole year thanks to trekking and
hiking paths, streets perfect for
biking routes, and to the rock walls
welcomed by climbers.

Rugova valley is always visited
by different groups of visitors. Du-
ring the summer the majority of
people from the city go up on the
valley for the weekend. There are
plenty of tours, events and other
activities going on throughout the
year.

www.kosovoguide.com

www.KosovoGuide.com
PROMOTING EXQUISITE KOSOVAR BEAUTIES

Recreational Opportunities

The best way to enjoy the val-
ley during the summer and fall is
to hike or bike the region. Rock
climbing is offered, as well as ex-
ploring caves or simply hug the
wind and enjoy traditional food.
In winter and spring, the crystal
look of the Albanian Alps and
fresh air offer the best place in
the Balkans to ski, trek or even
hike. RugovaValley is a mixed
place, there are recreational ar-
eas which you can find alotin the
valley.

This is a mixed place, there are
recreational areas which you can
find a lot in the valley.

Seasons Accessible

Rugova Valley is accessible all
year round. However, it does snow
heavily in the winter which leads
tomost but not all villages shutting
down tourism services. However,
the village of Bose does have a ski
resort and stays open throughout
the winter.

Boga

Boga has just recently started to
become an attraction for national
tourism, in the Rugova gorge; the-
refore it is still undergoing prepara-
tion and infrastructure design. It is
an extraordinary attractive spot for
conquering mountain tops or skiing

Western Balkans

Geotourism ;\[;lp( suide Land of Discovery

during winter season, sinceitis also
equipped with ski lift. Though it is
quiteequipped withaccommodation
settings, skiing equipment and res-
taurants; it still needs to promotion,
willand people’s curiosity in order to
be visited more. It is at 28th kilome-
ter of the Rugovagorge road, driving
from Peja to Rugova.

There are indication signs, the-
refore you cannot miss it. The road
is quite good, even though during
winter sometimes it happens to get
closed. There are regular minibuses
from Peja to Boga, taking you there
in 45 minutes.

balkansgeotourism.travel & kosovoguide.com

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

www.balkansgeotourism.travel
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KOsovo IS entering a
new phase of development

Interview with Prime Minister of Kosovo Hashim Thaci on the principle
challenges facing Kosovo, now that the new republic reached the End of
Supervised Independence, fulfilling all the major provisions of President

Ahtisaari’s Plan.

Question: How do you eva-
luate the process of the Super-
vised Independence? Kosovo
reached a new landmark as it
announced a fully sovereign
status following the decision of
International Steering Group
that Kosovo has complied with
all the major provisions of Pre-
sident Ahtisaari’s plan?

PM Thagi: Kosovo declared
its independence in a coordinated
manner back in 2008, following
and respecting the process esta-
blished by the UN Envoy Marti
Ahtisaari, who based his plan
on UNSC Resolution 1244 and
the principles of Contact Group
that included Russia. I remind
you that these principles were
based on the premise that people
of Kosovo themselves will decide
their status, after decades of ne-
glect and oppression that almost
ended with a genocide of unseen
proportions in Europe after World
War 2. We can recall that Kosovar
government and institutions were
supposed to implement a certain
number of provisions to ensure
full minority protection, positive
outreach towards all strata of the
society, protection of heritage and
full decentralization of the political
power to the local municipalities.
ICO evaluated that Kosovo has by
and large implemented all the key
provisions, in less then five years.
I am happy to have been able to
witness such a dramatic change in
our landscape, in our government
and wider society. We have esta-
blished new and more powerful
municipalities which bring power
closer to the people facilitated
high level integration of Serbs in
new municipalities and approved
special laws that enable protection
of special heritage sights. Kosovo
has gone long way in making our
state a functional and progres-
sive member of the international
community. Challenges remain,
most urgently, on the need to en-
gage Serbian community in north
in the process of decentralization
according to the UN Envoy’s plan.

Question: Challenges ne-
vertheless remain, especially
in economy and justice sector?
What is the plan of Kosovo go-
vernment in the years ahead?
What are the priorities?

PM Thaci: Kosovo is Europe’s
youngest state but is already

INTERVIEW

Europe’s World

playing a positive role. We have
the lowest debt compared to GDP
in all of Europe and the highest
GDP growth in the eurozone, as
Kosovo and Montenegro are de
facto members through a special
relationship with the German Bun-
desbank. We have invested public

funds in infrastructure and
education, and we have plans to
make Kosovo a dynamic economy
tied to the regional and European
markets. In the energy sector we
will build new capacities, as we
plan in the mining sector. We will
continue to invest in education to
allow Kosovars innovators and bu-
siness to be competitive in difficult
global circumstances.

We intend to keep prudent
and conservative fiscal policies,
but still heavily invest in projects
that will enable long-term growth
and prosperity. We are improving
every year the tax revenues and
have tested the electronic trading
of bonds, supported by US Trea-
sury and EU. Fighting corruption
and organized crime are high on
the agenda so investors can be en-
sured a fair and prompt legal sys-
tem, but people can also know that
freedom also brought equality. We
have shifted gears in

fighting corruption and or-
ganized crime, as EU progress
report has noted. Our main prio-
rity is Euro-Atlantic integration
process, but in order to come out
successful, many reforms need to
be implemented.

Question: What does Kosovo
expect from European Union?
What will it bring to Europe,
once the accession process

is on full track for Kosovo as
well?

PM Thaci: Kosovo hasbeen at
the centre of many historical pro-
cesses in Balkans and Europe. We
have seen empires come and go,
and we have witnessed moments
of hope but also periods of tragedy
and genocide. As of the Thessalo-
niki Summit, Kosovo is part of a
joint European perspective. At the
end of Supervised Independence,
Commissioner Stefan Fule has
said unequivocally that, if we ful-
fil the standards, Kosovo will one
day become e member of EU. We
hope that hard work and effort on
our part, as well as positive

actions in Brussels, will permit
this. We are counting on the Fea-
sibility Study, the first formal step
for EU accession, to be a fair look
our society and a clear roadmap
for Kosovo’s next steps. Kosovo is
an entrepreneurial, dynamic and
quintessentially European nation.
A small candidate country, there
are limits to

what we can bring to the EU’s
table, butit’s clear that ourrole has
been crucial in making the Balk-
ans a peaceful and prosperous re-
gion that is dedicated to the future.

Question: When do you be-
lieve Kosovo will join EU?

PM Thagi: What is important
for us to focus on now is delivering
on the reforms that are key to EU
integration. We must continue to
strengthen democratic institu-
tions, protect minorities, ensure a

just system for all citizens and
create a sustainable model for eco-
nomic growth. It is clear that we
are years away now, but the more
we deliver in our reforms, the
closer we will be to membership.
For now, dialogue will continue
to be an essential component for
progress and the main tool for re-
solving openissues in between the
EU and Kosovo.

Follow us on
Twitter
@MFAKosovo

Foreign Policy of
Kosovo after the
End of Supervised
Independence

Editorial by Kosovo’s Foreign Minister
published in Europe’s World

Kosovo declared its independence on 17 Febru-
ary, 2008, and today is recognized by over 90
UN members, all but four NATO member states
and a considerable number of nations across

the globe. With the exception of Serbia, we have
been recognised by all our neighbour states and
enjoy admirable regional co-operation. In 2009,
joined two UN agencies, the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund. Naturally,
securing additional statehood recognition and
strengthening Kosovo’s international position

in multilateral organisations are among our
most important foreign policy objectives. We try
to reach that through close bilateral coopera-
tion with countries across the geographical and
political spectrum, EU, NATO and US being
principle pillars of our democracy. We recall that
EU opened its doors to Slovenia, Bulgaria and
Romania in the first decade of 2000. Croatia will
accede in 2013. Serbia, Macedonia, and Montene-
gro were granted candidate status, while Albania
and Bosnia and Herzegovina are potential candi-
dates. It has been encouraging to see the reforms
carried out by other aspiring
members supported through
EU funds for reform and
development. Kosovo has just ' A
received its Feasibility Study _—
on potential for an SAA, hence R
the second long-term foreign ENVER
policy objective continues to be HOXHAJ
Kosovo’s membership aspira-
tions to the European Union.
First priority is visa-free travel
to the Schengen zone. Regional
cooperation is important in this
context. In order to meet this principle Copen-
hagen Criteria, we have continued to engage in
good neighbourly relations through dialogue
with neighbours - including Serbia, and have
accepted an EU invitation to discuss jointly the
issues that affect our peoples every day which
require closer cross-border cooperation. This
presented us with an opportunity discuss issues
such as mutual recognition of university diplo-
mas, cadastre, civil registry, customs, integrated
border management, and in regional coopera-
tion and representation. Kosovo’s government is
determined to implement conclusions that came
from these talks. We are also ready to engage in
further dialogue that should aim to normalize
relations between the two countries.

International Steering group that consists
of countries that have recognized Kosovo, has
recently declared the readiness of Kosovo to take
upon full sovereignty.

Executive mandated of ICO was declared null
and void. EULEX remained present, under new
constitutional arrangement. These benchmarks
achieved are important highlights that help us in
the diplomatic dialogue. I can always say proudly
that Kosovo citizens of all ethnicities have actu-
ally created a stable and civic state with a grow-
ing economy, in midst of global economic crisis
that hit the region so hard.

Foreign
Minister




Kosovo's New Diplomat | NOV/DEC 2012

| 7

World Press

g,

Paving the way for a successful
year of EU integration in 2013

Vlora Citaku, Minister of European Integration

This autumn, perspective EU member-
ship countries are receiving our score-
cards from the Commission as to our
strengths and weaknesses on the path to
integration.

This year is especially extraordinary
for Kosovo as instead of the regular one-
year Progress Report, we are awaiting the
results of a Feasibility Study for a Stabili-
zation and Association Agreement, a com-
prehensive overview of Kosovo's integra-
tion into the EU’s policy framework for
the Western Balkans. I am confident that
Kosovo has made several strides. In ret-
rospect, anumber of developments since
the 2011 Progress Report of the European
Commission are proving to be stepping
stones for priority items on Kosovo’s EU
integration agenda.

Some of the most significant news since
the publication of the last Progress Report
include the adoption of the conclusions
of the December General Affairs Council
of the European Union, consecutively en-
dorsed by the Heads of the Member States
ofthe EU.

These conclusions reaffirmed that
Kosovo will benefit from a perspective of
Visa Liberalisation, asked the European
Commission to propose ways forward
with a trade agreement, demonstrated
the benefits of Kosovo’s membership in
the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (EBRD), welcomed the
Commission’s intention to launch a struc-
tured dialogue on the rule of law and re-
stated the commitment of the

Council of the EU to find a way for
Kosovo's participation in EU Programmes.

This was then quickly followed with
the news of the Council’s green light to the
Commission to launch its Feasibility Study
for Stabilization and Association Agree-
ment between Kosovo and the Europe-
an Union. Many in Kosovo have argued,
justifiably, that practical steps on many of
these are long overdue as indeed the ma-
jority of these items have been mentioned
previously by the EU Council.

The key difference this time is that mu-
tual work on many of these items has al-
ready started. The visa liberalisation dia-
logue with Kosovo was launched by Com-
missioner for Home Affairs Cecilia Malm-
strom in January of this year, and was
followed with a handover of a roadmap

COLUMN
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outlining the conditions that our admin-
istration needs to meet in order to obtain
the visa-free travel regime for Kosovo’s
citizens.

The co-operation on this at both politi-
cal and technical level is ongoing: back
in March at the inauguration meeting of
Kosovo’s National European Integration
Council, the Commissioner for Enlarge-
ment and European Neighborhood Policy
Stefan Fiile launched the Feasibility Study
for a Stabilization and Association Agree-
ment with Kosovo, which is a comprehen-
sive exercise addressing priority fields, in-
cluding trade. May 2012 saw the first high
level meeting between the EU and Kosovo
in the framework of the Structured Dia-
logue on the Rule of Law with Kosovo,
where the need for continued reforms was
reiterated. Kosovo and EU officials have
met regularly within the framework of
the Stabilization and Association Process
Dialogue (SAPD), the main framework
of exchange between the EU and Kosovo.
Alongside this technical dialogue, politi-
cal meetings between Kosovo’s institutions
and the EU have been held at the highest
levels in Brussels.

Moreover, many joint projects, part of
the EU’s financial assistance to Kosovo,
have continued to be implemented. I be-
lieve that this background provides a good
basis for future planning.

What will make a difference in Koso-
vo's path to integration is the continued
focus on key challenges such as the reform
of public administration, further inclu-
sion of minority communities, improve-
ment and extension of a sustainable rule of
law throughout the land, the fight against
organized crime and corruption, pru-
dent fiscal policies and overall improve-
ment of conditions conducive for econom-
ic growth. Still, while it will be up to the
Kosovo institutions to continue to put in
the necessary work, it will also be up to
the EU that their reiterated promises of
December 2011 and February 2012 are ful-
filled.

Kosovo on its path to the
European union

For over a decade, the European Union
has played a significant role in Kosovo and
the region. After the war in Kosovo in late
90’s, the European Union set up its politi-
cal profile and then helped with its consti-
tution, return of refugees, enhancement of
democracy, strengthening the rule of law,
and to some extent contributed to the re-
solution of Kosovo’s status and restoring
security and stability in the region. The si-
tuation in the region without the EU com-
mitment would be quite dissimilar, espe-
cially in Kosovo, where per capita the EU
has given more financial assistance than
anywhere else in the world. Additionally,
the EU has supported Kosovo in the state
building process through its lar-
gest mission abroad, EU rule of
law mission (EULEX). Since the
formal commencement of its
work according to the Treaty of
Lisbon, Kosovo has remained a
major challenge in the EU foreign
policy. When the EU overcomes
the challenge to speak with one
voice on Kosovo, it will pave its way toward
playing the significant role of a global actor.

The European Orientation of Kosovo

In November 2002, the European Commis-
sion presented Kosovo with a Stabilization
and Association Process Tracking Mecha-
nism. By not excluding it from the overall Eu-
ropean Integration process, the Kosovars and
their state institutions became more confident
of their orientation toward democratic values
and a secure European future. European in-
tegration had been Kosovo's strategic orienta-
tionand itis certainly significant for the Euro-
pean Union as well. Because of the important
role the EU has played historically and con-
tinues to play in Kosovo, and because of Koso-
vo institutions and people commitment to-
ward EU standards, EULEX and EU integra-
tion of Kosovo ought to make Kosovo a Euro-
peanstory of success. Four years after the in-
dependence of Kosovo, the Republic of Koso-
vo supported by the EU, has made immense
progress in strengthening of its democratic
institutions, has maintained institutional sta-
bility and has made significant improvements
ininclusive governance, rule of law and mar-
ket economy. Kosovo’'s commitment toward
these high EU and international standards
resulted in International Steering Group’s de-
cision to end Kosovo’s supervised indepen-
dence on September 10, 2012. For Kosovo peo-
ple this presented a major achievement and
encouragement. However, since June 1999,
Kosovo's northern three municipalities have
been politically and financially supported by
Belgrade, presenting Kosovoinstitutionsand
international community with an illegal pres-
ence of Serbia through its security structures
in Kosovo. The most recent position of Berlin
demands the dissolving of Serbian illegal par-
allel structures in northern Kosovo and nor-
malization of relations between Kosovo and
Serbia with the reasoning that EU cannotand
should not import another conflict inside its
borders. This is expected to become a posi-
tion of the European Union as well.

SYLE
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Regional
Director, MFA
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Serbia’s full membership into the EU must
be conditioned with demonstrated progress
in implementation of the agreements con-
cluded in Brussels between Kosovo and Ser-
bia. It must also be conditioned with the end
of Serbia’s illegal interfering into
the northern Kosovo. Additional-
ly, Serbia should give upits political
strategy “Both Europe and Koso-
vo”, as it does not contribute to its
European path and it does not con-
tribute positively toward the nor-
malization of relations with the
state of Kosovo. Here I refer to Ste-
fan Petrovic, a Serbian historian living in the
United Kingdom. He says that Serbia needs a
leader like Charles De Gaulle, who appeared
before his people and said that “Algeria is al-
ready lostand we mustlook ahead”. Whereas
Serbia had Slobodan Milosevic and the con-
sequence was 20 years of tragedy, now it is the
time to go forward, to be realistic, he went on
tosay. A critical confrontation with the tragic
legacy and the Balkan wars with the aim to
go beyond is possible through the Europe-
anization of the entire Western Balkans, are-
gion which for 100 years hasbeen an issue in
the agenda of the major European countries.

AEuropean year for Kosovo

The Republic of Kosovo began this year
with a reinforced objective of European
Union integration. The post-independent
years in Kosovo are characterized with ma-
jor efforts to secure full recognition from - and
integration in - the EU. Kosovo began this year
with the visit of Home Affairs Commissioner
Cecilia Malmstrém, marking in this way the
beginning of the visa liberalization dialogue.
The roadmap was delivered in the first half
of the year. Additionally, Enlargement Com-
missioner, Stefan Fiile, on his visit to Kosovo
also announced the initiation of the feasibil-
ity study for a Stabilization and Association
Agreement with Kosovo. Having declared its
independence on February 17,2008, Kosovois
recognized by a total of 91 countries. Kosovois
recognized by 22 out of 27 EU member states.
Fulfilment of the following objectives in rela-
tion to Kosovo remains essential for Kosovo:
i) recognition of Kosovo by the remaining five
EU member states; ii) visa liberalization; iii)
Kosovo membership into the EBRD; and iv)
contractual relations with the EU. Aside from
allthereforms thatare taking place in Kosovo,
Kosovars strongly believe that EU integration
should also be based on Kosovo's European
cultural heritage and the need for econom-
ic prosperity. A European Kosovo and a Eu-
ropeanized region is important to the EU, as
much as the EU is important to us.
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