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EU insisting on normalization of
relations between Kosovo and Serbia

The Republic of Kosovo gives significant priority to compliance with the
content and the spirit of the EU agreement

Following the historic EU agree-
ment reached on April19in Brus-
sels between the Prime Ministers
of both Kosovo and Serbia, bro-
kered by EU foreign-policy chief
Catherine Ashton, the Dialogue
is now focused on implemen-
tation of the EU agreement be-
tween the two countries. The EU
as well as principle stakeholders
such as the US, Germany and the
UK are insisting that both coun-
tries must now implement the

agreement to disband, in order
for Prishtina and Belgrade to ad-
vance in their separate EU inte-
grations.

Kosovo is committed in its ef-
forts to reach agreement on the
implementation plan and com-
mence actual implementation as
soon as possible. The Republic of
Kosovo gives significant priority
to compliance with the content
and the spirit of the EU agree-
ment. Once the implementation

plan is signed, with concrete im-
plementation on the ground can
begin. This includes working
through domestic institutions,
EULEX, KFOR and with the ac-
tive participation of the Serbian
community living in Kosovo.
The Kosovo government is
hopeful that the Government
of Serbia will assume its obliga-
tions for the implementation of
the agreement and demonstrate
that it takes this process serious-

ly. Successful implementation is
in the interests of both countries,
as well as the wider region. Head
of the Kosovo Delegation Hajre-
din Ku¢i emphasized the com-
mitment towards this, saying:
“The delegation of the Republic
of Kosovo appreciates the role of
the European Union and our in-
ternational partners, the United
States and NATO in supporting
the implementation of the agree-
ment.”

agreement
will allow all
Kosovars to
enjoy political
liberties

The recent agreement between
Kosovo and Serbia requires that
all parallel structures such as
police or courts in the Ser-
bia-populated Northern Kosovo
should be dismantled, Kosovo
Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj
told EurActiv Slovakia in an
exclusive
interview.
Do you
perceive
the recent
Agreement
on norma-
lisation of
relations
with Serbia
as a victory
for Kosovo?
The
Agreement
between Kosovo and Serbia that
outlines the guiding prin-
ciples for the normalization of
inter-state relations is a victory
for both countries. It is a victory
of our European future above
the bitter past and an oppor-
tunity for inter-state political
reconciliation and persuasion
of good neighbourly relations.
Notwithstanding this, the
Agreement is a victory that pre-
serves Kosovo’s institutional,
legal, and administrative unity
and functionality, as Serbia has
accepted Kosovo’s political sys-
tem and constitutional order.

HOXHAJ

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10
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5 QUICK QUESTIONS

The Nether
IS a stauncr
supporter of Kosovo's

ands

iIndependence

Kosovo people - they are in
general very nice, friendly and helpful

What is the best thing about work-
1 ing and living in Kosovo?

Itis a very exciting place where a
lot is happening and I am very happy to
be able to contribute in a positive manner
to the further development of this young
and sympathetic country, and to see to
it become an even better place to live in
for citizens of all ethnic backgrounds.
Another nice feature here is the people
- they are in general very nice, friendly
and helpful, this all makes living here,
even when far from home and most loved
ones, a lot less difficult.

Kosovo?

2 The Dutch community is, as far
as we know, between 100 and 200 people.
We do not know exactly how many, as
Dutch citizen are not obliged to register
themselves at the Embassy; this is done
in on a voluntary base. In addition, the
number of Dutch citizens which also
have Kosovar citizenship is not exactly
clear. They are however welcome, as all
Dutch citizens are, to our national day on
April 30 2013 in Rron, when we celebrate
the investiture His Majesty King Willem-

Alexander.
3 relations developing?

I think they are developing in
a positive manner also due to all the
business connections, albeit small
businesses, which bring people closer
together. We also promote, when funds
are available, contacts between Dutch
and local youngsters. As far as bilateral

How big is the Dutch presence in

How do you see Dutch-Kosovo

NOS SCIMUS,
NON SOLUM
SCRIBERE

Ambassador
Robert Bosch

relations are concerned, The Nether-
lands is a staunch supporter of Kosovo’s
independence, territorial integrity and its
Euro-Atlantic ambition.

What is your favorite part of
4 Kosovo?

There is much to see in this
country, especially as far as nature is
concerned. Rugova Valley is my favor-
ite, although there are still many places
that I have not investigated thoroughly
enough, especially in the Prizren-Strpce

area.
5 I do have to read a lot for the
work, news clippings, papers and
reports etc, in order to keep up to date.
But when I have time I also like to further
widen my horizon and read books on
different subjects not directly related
to my present work. I just finished, for
instance, a book on Stalin during the
German invasion in 1941 and after that
I now started reading a book on Cairo,
dated 2002, dealing with the then rise of
militant Islam.

What is your current reading list?

il
@@ BRITISH COUNCIL m
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FROM THE EMBASSIES

Prime Minister
Thagi highlighted
the country’s
young enthusiastic
workforce, favour-
able fiscal policies,
opportunities in
the energy and
mining sectors

and accessibility to

regional and Euro-
pean markets.

Prime Minister Thaci takes part
in annual EBRD meeting

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo,
Hashim Thaci, attended the 22nd Annual Meeting
of the European Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, held in Istanbul this May. This is the
first time that Kosovo has been represented in this
particular economic forum, as Kosovo became the
66th and newest member of EBRD last December.
The Prime Minister made a speech at the meeting,
where he presented on economic and political
reforms already achieved by Kosovo which have
already improved the business climate, as well the
significant opportunities open to foreign inves-
tors. He highlighted the country’s young enthu-
siastic workforce, favourable fiscal policies, op-
portunities in the energy and mining sectors and
accessibility to regional and European markets.

Foreign Minister Hoxhaj in
Athens: new chapter in relations
between Kosovo and Greece

At the invitation of the Greek Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Dimitris Avramopoulos, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kosovo, Enver
Hoxhaj, paid an official visit to Athens on 8 March
2012. This was the first official visit of a Kosovo
Foreign Minister to Greece. During the visit, dis-
cussions on bilateral issues included the recogni-
tion of Kosovo by Greece, as well as the regional
development and European integration.

Hoxhaj: Proud of Kosovo’s role in defending Jews

Republic of Kosovo Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Enver Hoxhaj, met represen-
tatives from the Jewish community
across the Balkans, who visited Kosovo
for a conference held in Prizren.
Hoxhaj said that the Jewish community
has been an important part of Kosovo’s
past and that it is a vital part of the
multicultural and multiethnic society

in Kosovo, saying: “We are very proud
of the role the people of Kosovo had in
protecting the Jewish community dur-
ing difficult periods of history and we
are very proud that Jews today are part
of the state-building process in Kosovo,
which is being built on the three major
principles of democracy, multi-ethnici-
ty and secularism.”

Atrending the Sum-
mit was vitally im-
portant as Kosovo
looks toward
securing recogni-
tion from a number
of Members of this
Association.

Kosovo's

NewDiplomat

Kosovo attends Summit
of Caribbean States

The Fifth Summit of Heads of State of the Asso-
ciation of Caribbean States concluded in Port-
Au-Prince, Haiti on 28 April 2013. The Republic
of Kosovo was officially invited to participate in
this forum for the first time and was represented
by Deputy Foreign Minister, Petrit Selimi. While
in Port-au-Prince, Deputy Minister Selimi was
received by Michel Joseph Martelly, the President
of Haiti, which had already recognized Kosovo in
2012, and by the Prime Minister, Laurent La-
mothe.

Kosovo’s New Diplomat is a hi-monthly publication of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Republic of Kosovo / Publisher: Petrit Selimi / Editors of this issue:
Astrit Zatriqi, Drilon Zogaj / This publication is supported by KS Talks EU

program of British Council Kosovo, sponsored by British Embassy in Prishtina and MFA Kosovo / Views expressed in the
publication do not necessarily reflect the views of sponsoring institutions or publisher / Contact: Government building, Mother
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KOSOVO

Title: Pure Kosovo

Author: Arben Islami
Publisher: Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Rural
Development of the Republic of
Kosovo

Publication Date: 2013

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Rural Development of the
Republic of Kosovo has funded
the publication of “Pure Kosovo”
book, by author Arben Islami. The
book contains 315 photographs of

nature in Kosovo. Initially, 2000
photos were selected. Photo-
graphs were taken during an
8-year period, during Mr. Islami’s
long walks with his group “Hiking
Njeri” through the mountains of
Kosovo. The book was published in
Albanian and English. Each week,
the group has visited different
mountain peaks. It took three
months and intensive work for
the preparation and layout of the
book. The selection of photo-
graphs has been the hardest task.

EVERY ISSUE OF NEW DIPLOMAT WE WILL RECOMMEND
BOOKS, REPORTS OR WEBSITES WITH INTERESTING AND
UPDATED CONTENT ON KOSOVO.

The Minister of Agriculture, Mr.
Blerand Stavileci, has decided to
support the book with the aim to
draw the interest of foreigners
and visitors who come to Kosovo
and who do not know how Kosovo
looks like. Also, it will be sent to
Kosovo embassies worldwide to
promote the country. The book
will be given as a gift. It will not be
up for sale. It will be distributed
through various fairs where
Kosovo is represented, in several
thousand copies. Mr. Islami is

working on another project that
will be implemented in the near
future, which will allow the sale

of the book so that all random
people can have access to it. Mr.
Islami said that Kosovo is very
small, but there it has so many
mountains that it can be com-
pared with Switzerland. There are
s0 many mountains that during all
these years that | have spent as a
mountaineer | could not managed
to visit them all. He has visited
about 90% of them.

B

| PURe PURE
HOsovo KOSOVD

RECOGNMETER

KOSOVO CONTINUED ITS

ENGAGEMENT WITH MANY

COUNTRIES SEEKING

RECOGNITION, FROM AFRICA,

OCEANIA, CARICOM, ETC. EGYPT IS

NEARING THE FORMALIZATION OF

RECOGNITION OF KOSOVO

The Prime Minister of Egypt, Hesham Mohamed Qandil,
in a joint meeting with Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim
Thaci and the Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, said that Egypt has already taken a decision to
recognize Kosovo. President Mohamad Morsi is expec-
ted to formalize the recognition. The Prime Minister of
Tunisia, Ali Laarayedh, in a trilateral meeting with Prime
Minister Thagi, organized by Prime Minister Erdogan,
said that Tunisia is seriously considering steps that
would lead towards the recognition of Kosovo.

Every two months, Kosovo’s
New Diplomat will report
on the rate of recognitions
of Kosovo’s sovereign and

independent status by UN
member states, international
institutions and sports and
cultural organizations.

KS Talks EU public dipomacy
project receives further support
from UK’s FCO

The Kosovo Ministry of Forei-
gn Affairs, United Kingdom’s
Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (FCO) and the Open
Society Foundation have fi-
nanced jointly projects within
the KS Talks EU programme.
These projects were imple-

mented by the British Council,

KFOS and several other local
NGOs.

Following a successful
review of the project imple-
mented in 2011 by the Briti-
sh Council Office in Koso-
vo, a new series of projects
has been implemented by
the respective partners this
year to strengthen the overall
network of partners and pro-
ject outcomes.

The programme has re-
ceived additional support
from the FCO, thereby ena-
bling the project to continue
until 2014. Discussions are ta-
king place for continued coo-
peration in 2015.

KS Talks EU projects
amongst others include:

« Special advisors joining
the Kosovo Ministry of Forei-
gn Affairs to help increase the
overall scope and portfolio of
foreign policy in Kosovo ins-
titutions, helping on proto-
col, new media, event-mana-
gement, policy development
& analysis and public diplo-
macy.

« Exchange of journalists,
politicians, academics and
young people with Serbia,
Bosnia, Spain, Romania, and
Slovakia.

« Strategic workshops on

The programme that helps Kosovo’s
public diplomacy efforts has received
additional support from the FCO, thereby
enabling the project to continue until the
end of Spring 2014. Discussions with other
partners are taking place for continued
cooperation in 2015.

bridging Kosovo’s digital di-
vide through integrating Ko-
sovo’s fledgling Internet ha-
bitat to the commercial and
cooperation opportunities
with the wider net. Helping to

teach young people how to use
content creation in new me-
dia to promote dialogue and
positive political engagement
rather than exclusivist and
hate-speech.
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About us & Our events

Chevening Alumni Conference Kosovo

British Council in cooperation
with the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the British Embassy
in Kosovo on 23-24 March, 2013
hosted a regional conference with
representatives of the Cheve-
ning Scholars. Chevening Scho-
larships are the UK government’s
global scholarship programme,
funded by the Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office (FCO) and
partner organisations. The pro-
gramme grants awards to outs-
tanding scholars with leadership
potential from around the world
to study postgraduate courses
at universities in the UK. The
Chevening programme began
in 1983 and has developed into a
prestigious international scheme.

Chevening Scholars come from
over 116 countries worldwide
(excluding the USA and the EU),
and this year the Scholarships
will support approximately 700
individuals. There are over 41,000
Chevening alumni around the
world who together comprise an
influential and highly regarded
global network. The conference
was attended by representatives
of the Chevening Alumnis from
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Croatia, Macedonia, Monte-
negro, Romania, Serbia and Slo-
vakia. They were joined by the
Kosovo Chevening Alumnis. The
theme of the conference was ‘En-
hancing European Perspective of
the Region’.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Adam
Ereli attends Conference on Public Diplomacy
and Cross-border Cooperation in Kosovo

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Kosovo organized a
conference on public diplomacy
and cross-border cooperation.
The conference was attended
by leaders of Kosovo institu-
tions, senior representatives of
the U. S. State Department and
the Foreign Office of the United
Kingdom, accredited diplomats
in Kosovo as well as civil society
and academic representatives.
The conference proceedings
were opened by the Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Kosovo,
Hashim Thaci. Prime Minister
Thagi, in his speech in front of
diplomats and various political
and civil society representatives,
spoke about the process of dia-
logue for the normalization of in-
terstate relations between Koso-
vo and Serbia, with the facilita-
tion of Baroness Ashton.

“We have come to an impor-
tant stage, in a crucial stage. In
the final decision-making pro-
cess we have discussed on sev-
eral sensitive topics, which are
not quite popular in Kosovo, and
perhaps in Serbia, but that are in
the interest of peace and stabil-
ity. These topics are important
for the future of both countries,
but also for the entire region
and the international commu-

nity, which has invested largely
in Kosovo, Serbia and the whole
region,” said Thaci. Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Enver Hox-

haj, highly assessed the impor-
tance of the conference on public
diplomacy. “This conference is
held in Prishtina at a time when
Kosovois ata crucial stage of'its
state building, in a phase which
undoubtedly presents the be-
ginning of the European era for
Kosovo and the beginning of
the development of a European
Kosovo,” said Hoxhaj.

Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary for the Bureau of Edu-
cational and Cultural Affairs,
Adam Ereli attended a public di-
plomacy and cross-border coop-
eration conference, organized by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Kosovo, as a part of his visit to
Prishtina. He told the partici-
pants that education is key to the
development of a country, and
called for investment in human
capacity building, which of para-
mount importance for the future
of Kosovo. The coordinator for
digital diplomacy at the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office of the
United Kingdom, Adam Bye, said
that it was great to hear about the
work on the establishment of re-
gional links.

Follow us on
Twitter
@MFAKosovo

DIPLOMATS

BUJAR DESKU

= What do you do, where are you
based? | am a senior officer at the
Department of Economic Diplomacy,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. My main
tasks are of a promotional nature.

I work on issues that are related to
investment, such as organization

and coordination of conferences of
economic and promotional character,

in different countries. Also, I am invol-

ved in the reception of and meeting
with foreign businessmen who are
interested in investing in Kosovo. |
participate in working groups for

the negotiation of agreements of
economic character and other related
activities.

m What is the most you like about
the job you do? My work requires
massive commitment. However, I find
it attractive. Multiple contacts, new
experiences, meetings at different
levels, allow me to be updated on

all the processes that the country is
facing.

m What is the best thing about the
city you live in? Prishtina has many
problems of different nature, but the
liveliness of this city and the energy
of youth and of the numerous poli-
tical, economic, cultural and sports
developments, cover this weakness in
a way. To be a witness and also part of
some of these developments seems
not so had!

DHURATA SELIMI

m What do you do, where are you
based? | am Consul at the Consulate of
the Republic of Kosovo in Berlin.

m What is the most you like about
the job you do? | am honored to be
one of the first Diplomats to serve

for my country in the most important
political city in Germany. My job gives
me the opportunity to meet diplomats
from different countries based in Ber-
lin, and also what is most important to
serve Kosovo ” citizens that live in Ger-
many and | try to represent my country
to Berlin Institutions as best | can.

m What is the best thing about the
city you live in? Being in one of the

most attractive cities in Europe, Berlin
is a hub of numerous international
cultural events, monuments, such as
Potsdamer Platz which is One of the
Europe’s largest construction sites

is now a vibrant city quarter, Berli-
nale 's Festival, the Berlin Wall and the
Brandeburg Gate. The city ‘s vibrancy
comes from the many people from all
over the world who come to work or vi-
sit Berlin, even for a short time in their
life. Also, Berlin is one of the liveliest
places in the world and every day I am
introduced to different cultures and
traditions what it makes it more special
and attractive.

FUAD MORINA

m What do you do, where are you
based? | am the First Secretary at the
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in
Riyadh, being tasked with political,
economic and consular affairs. | have
been based in Riyadh since May 2012.
m What is the most you like about
the job you do? The interaction with
the diplomats of other states, and
above all, the opportunity to represent
and promote my country in the GCC
countries.

m What is the best thing about

the city you live in? Rising from

the barren desert, with its towering
skyscrapers glittering in the fierce sun,
futuristic buildings, glitzy shopping
malls and sweeping highways, Riyadh
is one of the most splendid and most
attractive cities in the Middle East.
Being located in the middle of the de-
sert, Riyadh was described as “a jewel
in the desert”.

IFETE CEKU

® What do you do, where are you
based? | am Second Secretary at the
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in
Tirana. My primary responsibility is to
represent the interests of my country
in the Republic of Albania. Among
other duties, I am involved with issues
concerning the European integration,
direct relations with the institutions
of the Republic of Albania and with
the accredited embassies in Tirana.

m What is the most you like about
the job youdo? First of all, it is an
honour to serve in the institutions of
the Republic of Kosovo, to be at the
service of the citizens and to promote

the national interest in various fields.
Meanwhile, the work that satisfies
me in my daily commitment which
includes close cooperation and direct
relations with the representations

of the Republic of Albania and with
diplomats from numerous countries
accredited in Tirana. My work also
includes exchange of various infor-
mation for the European Integration
process.

m What is the best thing about the
city you live in? Tirana is a hub city
of many local and international cultu-
ral events that reflect a creative spirit.
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Savoring Friendly Kosovo

KOSOVO HAS PLAYED AN
INSTRUMENTAL ROLE IN
SHAPING THE HISTORY OF
THE BALKANS, though, it has
remained a somewhat mysterious
and little known country in the
eyes of foreigners. Having stood
in the limelight of political atten-
tion until just recently, Kosovo has
been successfully jockeying for
the designation of being conside-
red a viable tourist destination,
a colorful and multifaceted land
with a multitude of attractions.

Situated in the Western Balk-
ans, Kosovo is a land steeped in
tradition, handicrafts and archi-
tecture, and in the amicability of
its people. Kosovo was, for a long
time, according to a journalistic
cliché, considered the lost heart of
the Balkans. Just like other swee-
ping statements, the idea of the
hypothesized lost heart has been
asfatuous andinvalid asit hasin-
dicated some kind of truth -and a
very significant one at that. Ill-ti-
med political factors played a cru-
cial role in keeping Kosovo out of
sight as a tourist destination un-
til today. During the period of Ot-
toman rule and the Yugoslav era,
disorder, rebellions and repres-
sions of all sorts contributed to the
plight of the peoples of a nation,
which has since become a ‘curio’
among world travelers, who have
been singing the praises of the
newly discovered land. No lon-
gerinaccessible, yet geographical-
ly somewhat less privileged than
other European countries, Koso-
vo has many secrets in store and
is ready to unfold them.

The country’s history - ve-
ry rich, long and complex - is
impossible to survey in this ar-
ticle, but a few, less commonly
acknowledged facts might leave
readers struck with awe. Pre-his-
toric ‘footprints’ have given Ko-
sovo a place among regions inha-
bited by Illyrian tribes, predeces-
sors of which are presentday Al-
banians. Later in history, Kosovo
formed part of the Ottoman Em-
pire from the 15th until the 20th
century, during which rule, Islam
was introduced to the population.

Ottoman rulers built mosques
and tekkes (lodges for dervishes,
ascetic Muslim monks, who
still perform religious dances in
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spring) and, after 450 years, have
left their imprint on the country’s
food, music, dance, artisanal han-
dicrafts and local culture - all of
these have given Kosovo a magical
flair that combines the East and,
due to its geographical endow-
ment, a bit of the Mediterranean.
Folk musicand dance festivals are
regularly held around the country,
and the turmoil of the recent past
seems to have left no mark at all
on the radiant faces that constitute
Kosovo’s human landscape. Phe-
nomenal is the fact that both men
and women take pride in wea-
ring their unique Kosovar Pod-
gurattire and playing their single-
stringed Lahuta while singing folk
music. It must not go unnoticed
that Kosovo's beauty, spellbinding
mountainpeaks, Ottoman-era
buildings, stone houses, medie-
val fresco paintings, churches
and mosques make the country a
sight for sore eyes - all these ha-
ving been kept a secret from the
world of tourists, and open, for
many years, only for the few se-
lect, who completed diplomatic
assignments in Pristina, the capi-
tal city. Kosovo was the last state to
emerge from the disintegration of
former Yugoslavia, thus ending a
chapter of instability and friction
in the region and opening the path
for democracy and prosperity. In
2008, when Kosovo gained its in-
dependence, majuscule letters
spelling NEWBORN’ were fea-
tured on the pavement of Pristina.
Kosovo has stood on its feet, and
visible progress has been accom-
plished over the past five years.
All that is worth visiting is just a
stone’s throw away from the capi-
tal: mountainbacked towns such
as Prizren and Peja, hiking oppor-
tunities and expressive cultural
and religious heritage sites which
dateback to Illyrian times, such as
the ancient city of Ulpiana and the
Novoberdo castle.

In addition to enjoying a trek-
king experience in the mighty
Gjeravica and Sharri mountains,
one will be surprised to run into
several engangered species, in-
cluding lynxes, brown bears and
buzzards. “Unspoiled nature
is definitely not the only appeal
that has contributed to the stea-
dily growing numbers of tourists
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to Kosovo from Europe and other
parts of the world, including Hun-
gary,” explains Delfin Pllana, De-
puty Head of Mission at the Em-
bassy of the Republic of Kosovo in
Hungary. He adds that “Kosovo’s
veritable lure is not only attribu-
table to its scenic beauty, but also
to the fact that Kosovo has a mix-
ture of Mediterranean and Conti-
nental climate, allowing visitors to
enjoy nature at its most verdant.
Kosovo boasts many lakes and ri-
vers for mild weather enjoyment
as well as excellent skiing possi-
bilities at Brezovica and Bogaj re-
sorts.”

Kosovo is proud to have inte-
grated many foreign elements in-
toits culture: for example, a main
boulevard of the country’s capi-
tal is named after Bill Clinton, as
the majority of the Kosovars owe
a debt of gratitude to the former

US President who supported the
people of Kosovo in their strug-
gle for independence in 1999. So
immense is the popularity the
US has achieved that the Star
Spangled Banner is flown in all
corners of the country and the
4th of July is a festivity celebrated
in the streets in deference to
America. The speed of change in
the country is incredible; the eu-
rois being used as Kosovo’s func-
tional currency, and the country,
owing toits central position at the
center of the Balkan Peninsula,
remains an important crossroads
for travelers; immense efforts are
given to the improvement of in-
frastructure, and the construc-
tion of modern highways is a
token of these efforts. DCM PI-
lana comments that “Kosovo’s re-
ligious, cultural, and ethnic di-
versity is unique with multieth-

Western Balkans
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nic cultures juxtaposed to one
another and enjoying a peaceful
co-existence.” The best words to
describe Pristina, the capital city,
are energy, dynamism, and mul-
ticulturalism. Visitors are not
particularly riveted by its beauty,
but driving along Bill Clinton
Boulevard (with the stately sta-
tue of the celebrated statesman),
entering some burnt-out buil-
dings (mementoes of a now by-
gone era, and drinking a cup of
anise-flavored raki) make the
town all the more unforget-
table. DCM Pllana concludes
that “Pristina happily accom-
modates a mix of cultures and
traditions, and this fact is also
justified by the variety of foods,
consisting of excellent stews ser-
ved in tavas, lip smacking lamb
and beef dishes, stuffed peppers,
and home-brewed raki. Our gas-
tronomy is famous, and so is our
hospitality: one will meet, on al-
most every corner, curious and
welcoming faces, most of whom
speak foreign languages, and
are more than likely to invite vi-
sitors into their homes to offer
them some coffee or even a full
meal. Kosovar people are proud
of their traditions, families, ex-
cellent cuisine, and the pulse of
life now observable all over the
capital.” He concludes that “se-
veral Kosovar and international
travel agencies and tour opera-
tors - some of which are located
in Budapest - are now offering
organized trips to Kosovo, inclu-
ding mountain hiking trips, ad-
venture tours, authentic home-
stays, often guiding tourists off
the beaten track to reveal

Kosovo’s hidden treasures, its
turbulent past, and the glorious
future it is facing. Kosovo’s po-
tential as a tourist destination is
enormous, assuring satisfaction
and making tourists and trave-
lers acknowledge the value of
their journey. Kosovo, once strug-
gling for peace and democracy;, to-
day represents the soaring poten-
tial of a country with its economy
on the rise, forward-looking and
continuously in flight. We have
written history, and the story we
have told is a story of successes:
independence, stability and tole-
rance.”

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

www.balkansgeotourism.travel
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EU Integrations Minister Vlora Citaku and Head of EU Office in Kosovo Samuel Zbogar

Europe Day marked with
activities throughout Kosovo

As every year, the EU Office in Kosovo/EUSR, in cooperation with local partners has put
together a programme of activities on the occasion of Europe Day - 9th of May 2013

Europe Week 2013 was marked
with events for citizens in va-
rious places throughout Koso-
vo between 7 and 12 of May. The
programme of activities has been
organized by the EU Office in Ko-
sovo/EU Special Representative,
in cooperation with the Ministry
of European Integration, Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of Culture, Youth and
Sports, as well as EU member-
state embassies and missions.

Head of EU Office Samuel Zbo-
gar and Minister of European In-
tegration Vlora Citaku launched
on 7 May, the ‘Europe Street’ in
Rexhep Luci Str, where coffee
bars have been transformed into
mini EU member-states. School-
children from Rahovec were
announced the winners of the
Europe Quiz on the 7th of May
and they will get to travel to Eu-
ropean countries in June. On 9
May;, a children’s fair in Mother

Teresa was organised, while on
Friday, 10th of May an inter-
national workshop ‘Culture as
agent of social change’. Also, the
programme included a theatre
play premiere, European Sou-
venirs concert, and Krenare
Rugova fashion show among
other events. Europe Week was
concluded with the participa-
tion of Europe Team in the Pri-
shtina half marathon on Sunday,
May 12.

Ereli: Education, key to Kosovo's development

Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary for the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural
Affairs, Adam Ereli attended
a public diplomacy and
cross-border cooperation
conference, organized by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Kosovo, as a part of his visit to
Prishtina. He told the partici-
pants that education is key to
the development of a country,
and called for investment in
human capacity building,
which of paramount impor-
tance for the future of Koso-

vo. Mr. Ereli met with state
officials and with students
who are pursuing an English
learning project. Ereli said

that America believes in provi-

ding opportunities for young
people, which would make the
world a better place.

Remaining
“EU five” begin
to recognize
Kosovo reality
on the ground

Interview with Deputy Foreign
Minister of the Republic of Kosovo,
Petrit Selimi - Tolerance is central
to Kosovo diplomacy

“The five European Union
Member States which have
not yet recognized Kosovan
independence are starting

to accept the reality on the
ground,” said Petrit Selimi,
the Deputy Minister of Forei-
gn Affairs of the Republic of
Kosovo. Selimi said that the
Kosovo is making every diplo-
matic effort to convince these
countries that Kosovo can be
a partner, as a potential candi-
date for EU accession.

Deputy Minister, Petrit
Selimi, said that the fact that
Romania has agreed to accept
Republic of Kosovo passports
sends a strong signal of a shift
towards starting to accept the
reality of Kosovo’s existence in
those EU member states that
have not recognized Kosovo.
Selimi said that the Kosovo
is making every effort to per-
suade these countries to re-
cognize Kosovo as a potential
candidate for EU accession
via its diplomatic relations.
“We hope these recognitions
will happen in the near future,
as these countries are star-
ting to realize that Kosovo can
have a stabilizing presence,”
said Selimi.

The Kosovo Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs second-in-com-
mand is convinced that these
countries will become Koso-
vo’s partners on its European
path. Selimi pointed out that
the last year has seen a record
number of recognitions, and
added that substantial pro-
gress is expected to continue
this year. “As the Prime Minis-
ter has said, some countries,
such as Egypt and Tunisia,

have already recognized Ko-
sovo, and they are now awai-
ting formalization of this re-
cognition. This represents a
good outcome following ef-
forts over a number of months
towards securing the Egypt
recognition,” said Selimi.

“Epoka e re”: Last week,
Romania recognized Koso-
vo passports. Is this a sign
that the five EU countries
who currently don’t reco-
gnize Kosovo are starting
to accept the new reality?

Selimi: In the past, Roma-
nia was stamping the Roma-
nian visas on a separate piece
of paper, whereas now it puts
them in Kosovo passports
directly, like Slovakia has al-
so been doing lately. We en-
joy good historical relations
with Romania, we have close
contact with Greece, and we
are trying to persuade these
countries to recognize Koso-
vo as a potential candidate for
EU accession. Let’s all bear in
mind that these countries will
be our partners one day. Re-
cognitions will come because
these states are beginning to
recognize the reality of Koso-
vo as a stabilizing presence.

“Epoka e re”: Whilst nu-
merous recognitions are
promised, aren’t we still
waiting for some of them to
be formalized and become
and actual reality?

Selimi: Of course, on the
one hand, we have our own
needs. We have firm commit-
ments by various countries
to recognize Kosovo. On the
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other hand, these are sove-
reign decisions of each res-
pective countries. In certain
cases, they are conditioned by
their own internal situation.
For Minister Hoxhaj, and our
Heads of State, Prime Minis-
ter Thaci and President Jahja-
ga, advocacy for recognition is
handled as top priority. I be-
lieve that last year we had ve-
ry good results with a record
number of recognitions. Subs-
tantial progress will conti-
nue this year. As the Prime
Minister said, there are some
countries, such as Egypt and
Tunisia, which have already
recognized Kosovo. We are
just awaiting formalization of
these recognitions. This re-
presents a good outcome fol-
lowing efforts over a number
of months towards securing
the Egypt recognition.

“Epoka e re”: In your
youth, you lived with the
family of the well-known
Norwegian diplomat, Kai
Eide, in Norway. How has
this experience helped you
in the work you do now?

Selimi: I had a bit of an
unusual life journey and as
ayoung man I gained expe-
rience that will serve me for
life, including family and
friends. Recently, I had the
honour to accompany the
Prime Minister to Oslo. I
know most of the diplomats
there, and they helped me
even before I entered poli-
tics. I have known the current
Norwegian Ambassador to
Kosovo, Jan Braathu, for over
adecade, and it is clear that
this contact helps me to main-

tain close and positive com-
munication. I am happy that
some of these experiences
help me in the work I do.

“Epoka e re”: You are al-
so a member of the State
Commission on Religious
Freedom. What is the work
of this Committee and how
does it sit alongside your
position as Deputy Foreign
Minister?

Selimi: As Deputy Forei-
gn Minister I have worked
hard to advance interfaith
dialogue, as part of public di-
plomacy. In some countries
there are prejudices due to
Serbian propaganda that in-
tends to present this country
as a hotbed of radical Islam
and of backwardness. These
racist misperceptions must
be fought using all diploma-
tic means. With the support of
the governments of Norway,
Great Britain and former UK
Prime Minister Tony Blair’s
Faith Foundation, we are or-
ganizing a major conference
in Peja, with world leaders
of all religion -more than 100
guests are expected to partici-
pate. I studied a little theology
and anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Oslo. Therefore the
Prime Minister has entrusted
me with this additional duty,
which I take very seriously. I
am convinced that one of our
greatest strengths and most
powerful arguments on the
path into Europe is our histo-
ric tolerance towards all re-
ligions. Promoting tolerance
and dialogue is something
that we have the right to teach
other countries in the wor-

1d. Even though we were vic-
tims, we have maintained reli-
gious understanding, despite
challenges and extremism
imported from abroad, which
does not belong to this part of
the world.

“Epoka e re”: Does this
mean that the Committee
will allow the wearing of
headscarves in schools?
Amir Ahmeti, MP, who
heads this Committee, said
that it is a matter of human
rights?

Selimi: The Committee
has qualified members who
have different opinions on is-
sues of religious freedom, but
they all want to do the best
for Kosovo. European best
practices must be researched;
religious communities must
be consulted, but also ci-
vic groups, such as women’s
associations and interest
groups. The headscarfis an
element, but the major issue
is the legal status of religions.
They are now registered sim-
ply as NGOs, and this is an
issue that must be addressed.
Everything must be based on
the Kosovo Constitution,as
well as the opinions of the
Constitutional Court and
the Conventions on Human
Rights. But, in the end, the de-
cision rests with the Assem-
bly and the Government. We,
as a State Commission, can
only produce various options
and try to explain the com-
plexity of the issue. There
is no need to hide problems
under the carpet. Discontent
must be addressed because
frustrations lead to extre-

With the support of the
governments of Norway,
Great Britain and former
UK Prime Minister Tony
Blair’s Faith Foundation,
Wwe are organizing a ma-
jor conference in Peja,
with world leaders of all
religion -more than 100
guests are expected to
participate.

Follow us on
Twitter @ MFAKosovo

mism. All polls have shown
that ninety-five (95) percent
of the people want Europe
and European values, hence
the European spirit of debate
shall prevail.

“Epoka e re”: You have
been active in protecting
the rights of gay and LGBT
communities...

Selimi: One has nothing to
do with the other. I have good
friends in the Islamic commu-
nity, in the Catholic Church
and the Orthodox Church,
because they all our part of
this area. Our Monasteries
are treasures that are formal-
ly recognized by the UNES-
CO. We want to become part
of UNESCO, therefore we
need to preserve and respect
them. Faith in God is an im-
portant in creating a huma-
nistic mind, based on love. As
discrimination on religious or
ethnic grounds is prohibited,
so is the discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.
How can we be intolerant of
LGBT communities when one
of the greatest friends of Koso-
vo diplomacy, the German Fo-
reign Minister, Westerwelle,
is gay. This debate is not about
what I believe in, or what
you and others believe in, or
what is morality or tradition.
A century ago it was believed
that the man may have three
or four wives, which is now
considered a bad tradition.
What is most important today
is the wording of the Consti-
tution of the Republic of Ko-
sovo on the respective catego-
ries. Epokaere
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_. #INSTA-
OSOVA

Few of the winners of our
national competition for
best Kosovo photos on Social
Networks

#InstaKosova

#InstaKosova - Shkélzen Rexha
Divine harmony of harsh winter day.
Gjakova. 2012

#InstaKosova - Arben Llapashtica
Celebration of the second anniversary of Independence, "new times, new flags".
Prishtina. 17 February, 2010
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— JAVA E TOLERANCES
DHE PAJTIMIT - THE WEEK

OF TOLERANCE AND
RECONCILIATION

* NEDELJA TOLERANCIJE

I POMIRENJA —

Stone for Peace
Ceremony

in Kosovo -
Prishtina.

Ever since 1991,

a Japanese NGO
called The Stone for Peace Asso-
ciation of Hiroshima goes around
the world to share cobble stones
from streets of Hiroshima that
witnessed the A-bomb blast in
1945. Presidents, Prime Ministers
and other leaders of the world
attend the ceremonies that are
meant to promote peace and tol-
erance around the globe.

Kosovo will be one of the coun-
tries that will receive “The Stone
for Peace”, which is now consid-
ered to be a symbol of desire for
peace around the world. Presi-
dent Atifete Jahjaga of Kosovo,
Japanese Ambassador to Kosovo,
representatives of Hiroshima and
The Stone for Peace Association
will attend the ceremony that will
link Kosovo to over 100 coun-
tries that have already mounted
the stone in their cities.

May

Commemora-
tion of the vic-
tims of Holo-
caust in Kosovo
= Prishtina.

The history of
Jewish presence in Kosovo mirrors
that of the Jews in rest of the
Balkans. There were many Jewish
families that settled in various
cities in Kosovo as they fled from
Spain in 15th century, while the
region was still part of Ottoman
Empire. Although Albanians

have saved most of the Jews in
the territories occupied by the
Italy and Germany during the
WW2, there were still dozens of
Kosovo Jews that disappeared in
the tragedy of the Holocaust or
Sho’ah. The war of 1999 further
decimated the number of Jews in
Kosovo as they shared the fate of
their Kosovo compatriots and left
the country on permanent basis to
Israel. Prime Minister of Kosovo
Hashim Thagi with leaders

of all faith communities will
inaugurate a memorial plaque to
commemorate the Kosovo Jewish
victims of Sho’ah, in the centre of
the capital city of Prishtina where
the last remaining synagogue used
to stand, while the famous Israeli
Ron Arad will present to the local
public and guests the concept

for the Jewish Memorial Centre
of Kosovo, supported by the
Ministry of Culture of Republic of
Kosovo.

23
May

—20-26 MAY

International
Conference
“Faith and
reconciliation:
What s the
Future of
Interfaith
Dialogue?” - Peja/Pec.
Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj
will launch an event that will
unfold in Peja.

Kosovo will host over 170
theologians, faith leaders, civil
society activists and diplomats
that are engaged in the issues of
the global interfaith dialogue.
The conference is organized by
an ecumenical organization Soul
of Europe with the support of
Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, Norwegian Embassy, British
Embassy, British Council, UNDP
and Tony Blair Faith Foundation
and intends to research contem-
porary issues connected to the
interfaith dialogue such as role of
social media in promoting agenda
of tolerance, protection of physi-
cal places of memory as impor-
tant aspect of interfaith dialogue,
social activism as a facet of the
interfaith dialogue, etj. Diplo-
mats, academics, religious lead-
ers and renowned activists will
hold discussions in panels in the
beautiful city of Peja/Pec, which
is a well-known spot of cultural
diversity and famous heritage
objects.

24-26

MaAy

10th Anniversa-
ry of South East
European Gath-
ering - Break-
fast Prayer
Ceremony.

This event is or-
ganized by the Parliament of
Kosovo, taking into account the
National Prayer Breakfast in

US, a gathering of world leaders
in politics, diplomacy, economy
that is held every year in United
States with the intention of forg-
ing bonds between US and world
leaders to promote values of
peace, belief and tolerance. Since
2003, Balkan governments have
been hosting events modeled and
supported by the US organiz-

ers and Kosovo is honored to
host the 10th Anniversary of the
South East European Gather-

ing that will assemble a range of
lawmakers, diplomats, executives
from South East Europe, US and
the world. The ceremony is on
25th of May, however the special
guests will have the opportunity
to meet and network with Koso-
vo leaders from all parties and
communities in order to promote
the positive agenda and reconcili-
ation in the Balkans. Its especially
important that this year’s gather-
ing will be organized with an im-
portant backdrop of the Kosovo-
Serbia dialogue that is meant to
bring reconciliation between two
countries on their road to Euro-
Atlantic integrations.

25
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Minister Hox

This is crucial for a prosperous
multi-ethnic Kosovo, it is in the
interest of Serb community in
Kosovo, as well as in the interest
of Serbia who is aspiring a Euro-
pean future. In the process of the
Europeanisation of the Balkans,
and in this regard of Kosovo and
Serbia, there are no single victors
and losers, but such arrange-
ments that ensure the resolution
of inter-state outstanding issues
in such a manner that ensure
sustainable, mutual acceptance,
and pragmatism.

The sentiments in Koso-
vo won’t probably change
any fast, how do you plan to
address the discontented of
the Serbs in the North of Ko-
sovo with this deal?

We are confident that the
Agreement provides for Serbs in
the north of Kosovo the best arran-
gement to fulfil their political and
socio-economic rights and needs.
The Agreement enables them to
finally have functional, democra-
ticand legitimate local authorities
that is planned to be established
through local elections in the fall
2013 with the facilitation of OSCE.

The Agreement enables Serb
population to enjoy their political
liberties and economic benefits it
generates by the removal of Serb
parallel structures in the north
that have bred organized crime,
controlled politically the political
and socio-economic life, who have
bred criminality and economicin-
formality in the expense of local
Serb population. To this contri-
bute also the integrated border
management between Kosovoand
Serbia, which enables the freedom
of movement and the inter-state
security across the border line.
Finally, the agreement will enable
Serbs in the north to integrate to
Kosovo's social life and have the
opportunity to live a normal and
prosperous life as Serbs in the rest
of Kosovo, in the newly formed
municipalities where they enjoyed
extensive local self-government.

Kosovo government is ready to
undertake all the institutional and
political measures to ensure the
smooth, timely, and sustainable
implementation of the agree-
ment. We have agreed to establish
a special developmental fund for
the north of Kosovo, which will
greatly contribute to the socio-eco-
nomic development of the region.

The Agreements stipulates, for
example, that the Police in Nor-
thern Kosovo should be integrated

into Kosovo Police Framework.
Are there any further guarantees
or signs that all of the parallel
structures controlled by Belgrade
will be dismantled?

The Agreement explicitly de-
fines that Kosovo will operate with
a single police and courts struc-
ture, which aims to preserve the
functionality of Kosovo’s institu-
tions. This means that all existing
Serb parallel structures should
be dismantled and undergone an
integration process into Kosovo’s
institutional framework. Some of
the other Serb parallel administra-
tive structures effectively started
tobedissolved even earlier as part
of the implementation of the tech-
nical agreements reach between
Kosovo and Serbia.

The dismantling of Serb pa-
rallel structures will not effect the
life and wellbeing of Serb popu-
lation in the north, nor leave any
institutional vacuum, as there
Kosovo government with the sup-
port of EU will install democratic
institutions which will have local
democratic legitimacy and accep-
tance, will reflect local represen-
tation, and will ensure that local
needs and interests are taken into
account throughout the process.

Some observers claim the
deal will just cement the sta-
tus quo in Kosovo and further
divide your population along
ethnic lines. Doesn’t the deal
mean that you have resigned on
building your country on a civil
principle rather than ethnic?

The actual fact is that the
Agreement puts an end to the 14
years of status quo in the north of
Kosovo, an end to 14 years of lack
of effective, democratic gover-
nance in the north of Kosovo, and
an end to 14 years of institutional
parallelism which has obstructed
the integration and participation
of Serb population in the north of
Kosovo into the entire social and
political process of Kosovo.

The fact that the Agreement
preserves Kosovo’s institutio-
nal, political, and legal unity and
functionality means that any
tendency for social division on
ethnic or territorial lines is avoid
once and forever, and effectively
a common and integrated society
is preserved in Kosovo, which is
for the good of peace, stability, and
European future. The Agreement
provides that all the arrangement
with regard the Association of
Serb municipalities, police and
courtarrangements, and the local

elections ensure the multi-ethnic
character of Kosovo. The arran-
gements in the Agreement are in
line with Kosovo Constitution,
which is founded on the principle
of multi-ethnicity, democracy, and
secularism.

Do you expect the EU-bro-
kered deal will change the po-
sition of EU “non-recognisers”
of Kosovo, such as Slovakia?

The Agreement provides that
neither Kosovo nor Serbia will
block each other, or encourage
other countries to block each
another’s path to EU integration.
This obviously is a significant
move to open the prospects for
the recognition of Kosovo by five
remaining non-recognizing EU
member states. In addition, the
successful dialogue and the sub-
sequent agreement is a strong
argument that Kosovo and Serbia
have moved ahead in normalizing
their inter-state relations, and as
such there is no reason why these
countries won’t recognize Kosovo.

Further to this, it is evident
that Serbia has accepted Kosovo’s
constitutional and legal system,
as well as has accepted Kosovo's
institutional authority. This is a
significant argument that the five
remaining non-recognizing EU
member states should seriously
revise their decisions and take
courageous step and accept Koso-
vo'sindependence and contribute
toKosovo'sand region’s European
future, contribute to peace and
stability and common future in
Europe.

How was your government
satisfied with the EU media-

nNa): The agreement wi
all Kosovars to enjoy political libert

tion in this case?

We strongly command the
leadership, flexibility, and com-
mitment of High Representative
Ashton. We think she has done
a great job and she deserves im-
portant credits for the successful
closure of the dialogue and the ini-
tialling of the Agreements by the
Prime Ministers of Kosovo and
Serbia. Obviously, the successful
dialogue will strengthen EU in-
ternational ‘actorness’, it will also
resonate positively on the EU fo-
reign policy commitment to peace,
inter-state resolution of disputes,
and promotion of normative and
pragmatic agenda.

The Agreement says neither
side will block the progress of the
other on their respective EU path.
What about other international
forums like the UN?

As this is the first agreement
we expect that in the process of
normalizing our inter-state rela-
tions with Serbia and implemen-
ting effectively the agreement, we
will be able to remove the obsta-
cles for admission in the United
Nations and other regional and
international bodies. However, we
can not talk about full normaliza-
tion of relations with Serbia until
Kosovo gains full membership in
the United Nations and Serbia re-
cognized Kosovo’s independence.

Notwithstanding this, Kosovo
will continue its quest for com-
pleting international recognition
and full membership in interna-
tional organizations. So far we
have been recognised by nearly
100 UN member states, and also
we have joined important inter-

| allow
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national financial institutions
such as World Bank, Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund, European
Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, and the Regional
Cooperation Council. Kosovo’s
independence and recognition is
irreversible, and sooner universal
recognition of Kosovo is better for
Kosovo, regional and entire world
of free and peace-loving nations.

What is your idea on the
further presence of the inter-
national peacekeeping and
rule of law missions in Koso-
vo?

The presence of KFOR (NATO)
and the EU Rule of Law in Kosovo
(EULEX) is crucial for ensuring
the successful implementation
of the Agreement in the north of
Kosovo. The EULEX mandate
is extended until 2014, while the
mandate of KFOR remains open
demanding on the situation on the
ground. Their presence does not
affect the functioning of democra-
tic institution sin Kosovo, nor its
ability to exercise its sovereignty
within Kosovo.

Moreover, it is important
to highlight that Kosovo has
created effective law enforce-
ment agencies, who are able to
ensure public safety, effective
enforcement of laws, and secure
the borders. Equally, we have
been able to strengthen the ins-
titutional framework for the rule
of law, justice, and independent
public administration. These
arguments have been confirmed
and highlighted by the April 2013
European Commission report on
Kosovo. euractiv.com
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Petrit Halilaj, Kostérrc (CH), 2011. Sixty tons of Kosovo’s soil transported to Basel, Switzerland. Courtesy the artist and Chert, Berlin.

Kosovo marks its debut with a Pavilion at the Venice Biennale

“Being invited to contribute
to the realisation of Kosovo’s
first appearance at the Venice
Biennale is a great privilege
for me, all the more so, due

to the symbolic significance
attached to the decision that
Kosovo be represented at

the Venice Biennale for the
very first time. The invitation
comes with a high degree of
responsibility, which I would
have been more anxious about,
were it not for the artist Petrit
Halilaj, who has been chosen
to represent Kosovo in Venice
this year.

Petrit Halilaj’s artistic
practice is deeply rooted in a
constant search of what reality
is and how reality might be
represented through art. His
memories of a rural childhood,
his personal experience of
war, destruction, exodus and
displacement are the very
basis of his reflections on life
and the human condition. The
artist moves back and forth
between different countries,
between Kosovo, where he

Petrit Halilaj

Kosovo Pavilion at the 55th
Venice Biennale of Art

grew up and where his family
and many friends are; Italy,
where he studied; and Berlin,
where he temporarily lives.
This transnational way of life
not only adds to his experience
but is also representative of
Petrit Halilaj’s specific way of
exploring art and reality, and
of his continuing attempts to
translate or even transform
the one into the other. His art
can be seen as building bridges
between different worlds and
realities, ideologies, different
generations and phases of life.
Petrit Halilaj’s art is unique,
but this kind of transnatio-
nal existence and experience
that is at the core of his work,
is not. On the contrary, to a
varying extent it is an increa-
singly contemporary reality of

everyone’s life and thus all the
more radical, a starting point
for Kosovo’s first appearance
at the Venice Biennale.
Deputy Foreign Minister of
the Republic of Kosovo, Petrit
Selimi, will be among the
attendees of the Biennale.
—Kathrin Rhomberg
Petrit Halilaj was born in
1986 in Kostérre (Kosovo).
He lives and works between
Kosovo, Berlin and Bozzolo,
Italy. Recent solo exhibitions
include Who does the earth
belong to while painting the
wind?!, Kunst Halle Sankt
Gallen, St. Gallen (2012); Art
Basel Statements with Chert,
Berlin (2011); Kunstraum
Innsbruck, Innsbruck (2011);
Back to the Future, Stacion,
Prishtina (2009); and Petrit
Halilaj solo exhibition, Chert,
Berlin (2009). Recent group
exhibitions include SUPER
Visions - Zeichnen und Sein,

Museum Schloss Moyland

(2013); New Public, Museion,

Bolzano (2012); 30 Kﬁnst: ’ Follow us on

ler 30 Rdume, Kunstverein Twitter @MFAKosovo

Niirnberg, Albrecht Diirer Ge-
sellschaft (2012); Temoraneao,
Nomas Foundation, Rome
(2011); Ernste Tiere, Bonner
Kunstverein, Bonn (2011);
Ostalgia, New Museum, New
York (2011); STRUKTUR &
ORGANISMUS, Marillenhof
- DestillerieKausl, Osterreich
(2011); Maladresses ou La Fi-
gure de I'idiot, the Institute of
Social Hypocrisy, Paris (2010);
Based in Berlin, Atelierhaus
Monbijoupark, Berlin (2011);
and 6th Berlin Biennale for
Contemporary Art, Berlin
(2010). Upcoming solo exhibi-
tions are in program at Wiels,
Brussels (2013); National
Gallery of Kosovo (2013); and
Museum Fridericianum, Kas-
sel (2014).

The Kosovo entry in the
Venice Biennale is made pos-
sible thanks to the Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Sports of
the Republic of Kosovo (www.
mkrs-ks.org).

Official Kosovo Pavillion web-
site coming soon: www.kosovo-
pavilion.com
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Column from Chicago Tribune

Historic agreement offers
hope for a war-weary world

In a world wracked with
seemingly unsolvable conflicts
from the Middle East to Central
Asia and the Korean Peninsu-
la, there is a ray of hope from
another historically war-ra-
vaged region — the Balkans.
After 10 intense rounds of
negotiations and six months

of direct discussions, Serbian
Prime Minister Ivica Dacic and
Irecently ini-
tialed a his-
toric accord
that resolves
our most
contentious
disputes —
the first-ever
agreement
during the
deep and
protracted
conflict
between

our countries. We expect to
sign and finalize it soon. What
could not be resolved over 100
years was settled thanks to the
determination of the leadership
of Kosovo and Serbia, the
indispensable mediation of

the European Union’s foreign
affairs and security policy
chief, Catherine Ashton, and
the strong support of the
United States. For a war-weary
world, the lessons are clear:

THACI

Implacable foes can become
peaceful neighbors, and then
pragmatic partners, and
eventually — possibly — even
friends. Discord and conflict
can give way to diplomacy and
compromise. National leaders
and their peoples can come
to the courageous conclusion
that a future working together
is vastly better than a future
forever fighting each other.

To make peace within as
well as between countries, it
is essential that their consti-
tutions include provisions re-
specting the rights of ethnic
minorities. For all of the eco-
nomic problems confronting
our continent, Kosovo and Ser-
bia were drawn together by the
prospect of participating in the
EU, with its vision of a peace-
ful and prosperous Europe,
with open borders for people
and goods. This is a vision well
worth working and compro-
mising for. As prime minister,
I’'m blessed to lead a country
that has fully embraced Euro-
pean values.

To be sure, it wasn’t easy
reaching this agreement, and it
won’t be easy moving forward
to the future both of our na-
tions now seek. For too long,
ethnic Serbs and ethnic Alba-
nians in the Balkans have been

split by rivalries and boundar-
ies, ethnicity and religion. Dur-
ing the negotiations, both sides
faced difficult choices and, in
order to reach an agreement,
both sides made difficult deci-
sions.

Fundamentally, we had to
overcome the psychology of
hatred and replace it with dia-
logue as the vehicle for finding
a solution and reaching a final
accord. This agreement is one
of the last and most important
pieces falling into place in the
Balkans, putting the past be-
hind us and offering a path to
durable peace and security for
people not only in Serbia and
Kosovo, but across our region.

Asa crucial part of normal-
izing relations between Serbia
and Kosovo, our agreement
provides additional extensive
rights for a northern part of
Kosovo that has a majority of
ethnic Serbs — a special solu-
tion that will integrate them
into Kosovo’s institutions and
society through the creation of
Serb-majority municipalities
that guarantee political, eco-

nomic and socio-cultural rights.

Under the agreement, Serbia
must dismantle the illegal polit-
ical, judicial and security struc-
tures that it supports in north-
ern Kosovo. As result, there

will be one multiethnic Kosovo
police force and a single chain
of command. The new police re-
gion of Mitrovica north will be
led by an elected Serb regional
commander. In addition, the
courts in the north will func-
tion under Kosovo laws, and we
will recruit and appoint more
Kosovo Serb judges.

Democracy will take wing:
After 14 years, the first-ever free
local elections will be held this
autumn in the four Serb-major-
ity municipalities in the north
of Kosovo, in accordance with
Kosovo laws and with the help
of the Organization for Security
and Co-Operation in Europe.

Just as important, our agree-
ment provides that neither Ser-
bia nor Kosovo will block, or
encourage others to block, the
other country’s progress in its
path to integration into the EU.
This mutual assistance by for-
mer adversaries is a promising
sign that the European integra-
tion path for both of our coun-
tries will be bright and fast,
based on fair conditions and in-
dividual merits.

Already, the EU is doing its
part. Recognizing that Serbia
and Kosovo have made pain-
ful compromises, the European
Commission has called upon
the EU to set a date for mem-

bership talks with Serbia to be-
gin. Meanwhile, the commis-
sion also recommended that
negotiations begin with Kosovo
over a Stabilization and Asso-
ciation Agreement — an impor-
tant step toward EU member-
ship.

For Kosovo, this agreement
and the EU’s actions represent
significant steps toward full
participation in the EU and the
world community. Almost 100
countries, including all but five
of the EU’s 27 members, have
recognized Kosovo’s indepen-
dence. We believe that through
this agreement, Serbia has
given de facto recognition to
Kosovo’s sovereignty, territorial
integrity, constitution and laws.
Now is the time for the remain-
ing five EU members to join in
recognizing our country.

For Serbia and Kosovo, our
historic agreement offers new
hope for jobs, economic growth,
development and prosperity,
security in our homes and com-
munities and tolerance for all
people.

For feuding peoples every-
where, the message is that bru-
tality and bloodshed can be
replaced by reconciliation and
reason — if we have the courage
and confidence to seek a better
future. Chicago Tribune

Kosovo congratulates its long time friend and

Congressman Eliot Engel elected as a House Foreign Affairs Ranking Member

Congressman Eliot Engel,
widely known for his signifi-
cant contribution to the birth
of Kosovo’s statehood and for
the continuous support in its
democratic processes and in-
ternational recognition, was
elected Ranking Member of the
House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee for the 113th Congress.
Congressman Engel represents
parts of the Bronx and West-
chester Counties, state of New
York.

A ranking member is a se-
nior member of the minority
party (Democrats) of a con-
gressional committee. The
Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives, also known as the
House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, is a standing committee
of the United States House of
Representatives that has juris-
diction over bills and investiga-
tions related to the foreign af-
fairs of the United States.
Upon his appointment,
Congressman Engel issued a
statement saying, “I feel hon-
ored and privileged to receive
the backing of my colleagues,
and I am excited to embark on
this new challenge. I look for-
ward to working with mem-
bers of the committee - from
both sides of the aisle - as we
address the many interna-
tional issues facing our coun-

try today”. He also added that
regardless of his work in the

past, there is much more to be
done and he looks forward to

the opportunity to move ahead.
Congressman Engel has been

a dedicated advocate of Kosovo
since the mid-1990s. In 1996,

supporter

the Washington Post wrote,
“The Kosovo cause has been
kept alive in Washington by a
small group of congressmen
led by Rep. Eliot L. Engel”.
While in Kosovo, as report-

ed years ago by the New York
Times, Congressman Engel is
received as a celebrity, and ex-
plaining his strong relation-
ship with the people in Kosovo
he has said that “I'd been on
TV so many times that people
on the street in Kosovo rec-
ognized me, people know me.
They know my face.” Today, in
appreciation of his work and
support, city of Peja in Kosovo
has a main boulevard named
for Congressman Eliot Engel.
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Kosovo delegation from MFA and civil society participated
in the 10th Doha Interfaith Dialogue conference

Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Republic of Koso-
vo, Petrit Selimi, who is also a
member of the State Commission
on International Religious Free-
dom has attended the tenth Do-
ha Conference on Interfaith Dia-
logue, dedicated to best practices
of religious dialogue.

The conference, organized by
Qatar’s DICID organization, and
with the support of the State of
Qatar, has attracted more than
300 delegated from 75 countries
including religious leaders and
scholars, researches and repre-
sentatives of interfaith institu-
tions.

Deputy Minister Selimi was
invited to give a speech at the clo-
sing panel, where he presented
the projects of the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Republic of
Kosovo related to tolerance and
reconciliation, and the Summer
University that will be held in
cooperation with the University
of Prishtina and the Tony Blair
Faith Foundation. This school is
dedicated to the diplomats that
are engaged in interfaith issues
and to the major conference that
will take place in Peja, in late
May.

During his visit to Qatar, De-
puty Ministe Selimi had seve-
ral bilateral meetings, including
the Director of the Doha Inter-
national Center for Interfaith
Dialogue and the member of the
royal family, Hasan Bin Abdul-

Tenth Doha Conference on Interfaith Dialogue

lah, the legal director at te Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs of Mo-
rocco, Brahim Ammousi, and re-
presentatives of political parties
of Egypt, Tunisia and Indonesia.

At the beginning of Deputy
Minister Selimi’s speech, the de-
legations were informed by the
Swedish diplomat, Jan Henning-
son, of the agreement that was
reached between Serbia and Ko-
sovo, which was welcomed with

applause by the conference parti-
cipants, while Mr. Selimi had se-
veral appearances on local me-
dia.

The 10th Doha Interfaith Dia-
logue conference concluded with
a call to the international com-
munity to strongly denounce all
forms of violence and oppres-
sion against religious scholars
and leaders in different parts of
the world.

Over the past three days, the
conference discussed a range of
issues under three main topics —
Academic, Justice, conflict resolu-
tion and peace and Media culture.

The meeting came out with a
series of proposals focusing on
each of these areas.

The participants at the confe-
rence called on the universities
and decision-makers in public
education to introduce interfaith

dialogue in the curricula, encou-
rage research on the topic and
work jointly with interfaith ins-
titutions to promote the culture
of dialogue and tolerance.

In his concluding speech, Dr
Ibrahim Salih Al Nuaimi, Chair-
man of the Doha Center for Inter-
faith Dialogue (DICID), which or-
ganised the conference, said the
discussions were very objective
and realistic.

EU’s Nobel Peace Prize and Historic Kosovo-Serbia Deal

In October 2012, the Norwe-
gian Nobel committee awarded
the peace prize to the European
Union; not a person but a su-
pranational institution, slowly-
but-surely evolving into a pow-
erful force for global peace. The
peace prize citation reminds the
world why there is a Europe-
an Union. It is not just to lower
tariffs and make it easier to sell
goods and services from the old
continent; it is all about war and
peace.

There has been a large-scale
war approximately every thirty
years in Europe’s history of the
last two hundred years. After
the final cataclysm of World
War II, Europe’s leaders were
determined that another war
would never occur. In its begin-
ning, the EU began as a major
peace project aimed at reconcil-

SABIN
SELIMI

ing the parties who had so re-
cently been involved in this de-
structive conflagration.

The first political challenge
back then was forming a new
diplomatic bridge between Ger-
many and France, Italy and the

Benelux states. Initially, the
project began in two sectors:
coal and steel. It is no coinci-
dence that these were selected,
as these were the very indus-
tries that munitions had been
based upon in Germany and
France. The idea was that as
Europe got back on its feet af-
ter the devastating war, plac-
ing the production of coal and
steel on a common basis would
ensure that the parties could
never again use them to build
armaments and to start a new
conflict.

Though there was a terrible
war in the Western Balkans af-
ter the collapse of Yugoslavia
in the early nineties, today we
do not think of Europe as being
menaced by the possibility of a
vast continental war again. The
EU - despite its very own short-

comings - has strengthened sta-
bility and democracy in Europe
and, according to the democratic
peace theory, democracies do not
make war against one another.
Ever since Kosovo declared
unilateral independence in 2008,
Belgrade viewed the issues of
Kosovo's status and EU member-
ship as separate; a stance that the
EU has largely refuted. After the
historic deal brokered between
Prime Ministers Thaci and Daci¢
in April, most EU members be-
lieve that Serbia’s ambitions to
join the Union are tightly inter-
related with the normalization of
relations with Kosovo. The EU
isnot interested in further un-
resolved territorial disputes and
ethnic conflicts in the Western
Balkans, nor in importing such
problems into the Union.
Despite the presence of anti-

immigration and anti-EU parties
in national elections across Eu-
rope, it is important to remem-
ber that the EU has been, above
all else, an important barrier
against extreme nationalism. It is
extremely important to remind
everyone, particularly euroscep-
tics and nationalists, why the EU
was created in the first place, and
to underline the importance of
maintaining the EU as a barrier
against extremism and as a force
for global peace.

After all, former U.S. presi-
dent J.F. Kennedy was right. Ge-
ography has made us neighbors.
History has made us friends.
Economics has made us part-
ners, and necessity has made us
allies. That is what the Kosovo-
Serbia agreement is all about,
and that is why the EU deserved
the Nobel peace prize.
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— JAVA E TOLERANCES
DHE PAJTIMIT - THE WEEK OF TOLERANCE

AND RECONCILIATION + NEDELJA

TOLERANCIJE 1 POMIRENJA —

20 MAY, PRISHTINA

The Stone for
Peace Ceremony

Prishtina will receive The Stone for Peace

The Stone for Peace used to be a paved
stone under Hiroshima streetcars that
experienced the A-bomb blast in Hiro-
shima in 1945. These several hundred
stones were revived later as the symbol
of desire for peace by the hands of
10,000 people in Hiroshima, and they
have been donated to heads of state
around the world in the name of the
Stone for Peace Association of Hiro-
shima to tell the preciousness of peace.

On 20 of May 2013, Kosovo’s
capital Prishtina will receive The Stone
for Peace, joining the group of the cities
that have honored victims of war and
dedicated space to wish for peace in the
world.

The Stone for Peace Ceremony
in Republic of Kosovo is part of the
Tolerance and Reconciliation Week
organized from 20th to 27 of May in
Kosovo, which will also see inaugura-
tion of Holocaust memorial plate on
23rd of May and Interfaith Conference
in Peja from 24 to 26 of May.

The Stone for Peace in Prishtina
will be set in the National Museum in
Prishtina, Kosovo. The ceremony will
be attended by President of the State
HE Atifete Jahjaga and Minister of
Culture Memli Krasniqi, as well as the
Mayor of Prishtina Isa Mustafa.

Agenda

12:45

B Private meeting of HE President
of Republic of Kosovo Atifete Jahjaga
with Japanese Ambassador to Kosovo,
representatives of Stone for Peace As-
sociation

13:30

B Lunch hosted by HE Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Kosovo, Enver
Hoxhaj for HE Ambassador of Japan
Shegeo Iwatani and representatives of
Stone for Peace — Tiffany Restaurant

¢ For more information on
the events, please contact:
kastriot.orana@rks-gov.net and
sabin.selimi@rks-gov.net

* For media inquiries, please
contact: drilon.zogaj@rks-gov.net

¢ For news from Kosovo on
interfaith dialogue please
consult www.interfaithkosovo.org

With the support of

Ministria e Punéve t€ Jashtme e Kosovés
Ministarstvo Inostranih Poslova Kosova
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kosovo

HIIEIET"EIIN I 1
InterfaithKosovo

CEREMONY

15:00
B Speech by
HE President
of Republic of
Kosovo Atifete
Jahjaga

15:15
B Speech by
Chairman of
Stone for Peace
Association of
Hiroshima

I5:30
B Unveiling
of the Stone

15:35

B Presenta-
tion of Message
Plate

15:45
B Remarks
by Mayor Isa
Mustafa and
Deputy Minis-
ter of Culture
Hajdin Abazi

16:15

B Commem-
orative picture
taking in front
of the Stone for
Peace

16:45

B Private meeting of Mayor of
Prishtina Isa Mustafa Chairman of
Stone for Peace Association and HE
Japanese Ambassador to Kosovo She-
geo Iwatani

17:30

B Meeting with Flora Brovina
(MP), Head of Center for Protection of
Women and Children, who sent chil-
dren of Kosovo to Hiroshima in 1999.

20:00

B Dinner hosted by Deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Petrit Selimi and
Deputy Minister of Culture Hajdin
Abazi — Rron Restaurant
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23 MAY, PRISHTINA, KOSOVO

Official Unveiling of
the Commemorative

Plaque

Remembering Kosovo Jews that Perished in
Holocaust, under the patronage of Prime Minister

of Kosovo, Hashim Thagi

Kosovo has had a long history of Jewish
presence that stems from the Sephardic
Jews that settled in Kosovo towns during
the Ottoman times. Cities of Vushtrri,
Prizren, Prishtina, etc became home for
hundreds of Jewish residents that made
Kosovo their home, where they lived and
contributed greatly to make Kosovo a
diverse and richly layered society.

During the Second World War, the
old code of honor that called for taking
responsibility for the lives of refugees in
times of need, meant that Kosovo was
among few regions that managed to save
almost all of the Jewish presence and
even offer shelter for thousands of oth-
ers who fled through Kosovo to Alba-
nia, finding protection among the local
population that found anti-Semitism
foreign. Thousands of Jews were saved
by righteous families of Kosovo and
Albania. Unfortunately, towards the end
of the war, Nazi regime managed to bring
the unspeakable Shoah to the territory of
Kosovo. Dozens of Jews were rounded
up and sent to the camps in Germany
and Eastern Europe, never to return.

20 May

® The Stone for Peace Ceremony in Kosovo.

The sole synagogue that served Koso-
vo Jewish community was destroyed in
1960’s by the communist regime that
destroyed the old city bazaar of Prishtina
to make space for soc-realist architecture.
Many more Jews departed Kosovo after
the brutal war of 1999 that saw ethnic
cleansing committed by the government
of Serbia of unprecedented proportion
unfold in front of the world public.
Kosovo was saved by NATO bombing
and intervention of Western powers.
Israel gave massive support for Kosovo
refugees while many members of Jewish
community around the world became
principle backers of Kosovo’s path to
freedom and independence. Genocide in
Kosovo in 1999 was prevented also with
the help of the Jewish friends across the
world.

ON 23 OF MAY 2013, Prime Minister of
Kosovo, on behalf of people of Kosovo
will unveil the commemorative plaque
remembering the Kosovo Jews that
perished in Holocaust, at the site where
the last Synagogue stood, in front of the
Parliament of Kosovo. This plaque is also
small token of gratitude for the eternal
friendship between people of Kosovo and
people of Israel.

23 May
® Commemoration of the victims of
Holocaust in Kosovo.

Agenda

23 MAY

B Unveiling of the plaque with the
following inscription in Albanian,
English, Hebrew and Serbian:

“This is the place where the last
Synagogue of Kosovo stood until
1963. This plaque is raised in memory
of Kosovo Jews that perished in Nazi
camps during Holocaust. People of
Kosovo will never forget them.”

Present at laying of the wreath will
be: Prime Minister of Kosovo; Speaker
of Kosovo Parliament; Heads of Parlia-
mentary Groups; Ambassador of Israel
in Belgrade; Members of Righteous
Families from Kosovo; Head of Jew-
ish Kosovo Society; Representatives of
Islamic Community of Kosovo , Cath-
olic Church and Serbian Orthodox
Church; Chief of Staff of Representa-
tive Elliot Engel; Members of Jewish
community from Brussels, New York,
Israel, etc.

23 MAY - 16:30

B Commemorative Remarks by HE
Prime Minister of Republic of Kosovo
Hashim Thagi

- Remarks by HE Ambassador of
Israel Yossef Levy

- Remarks by Votim Demiri of
Kosovo Jewish Society

- Remarks by Agron Rezniqi, rep-

resentative of Righteous Families
of Kosovo and President of Israel -

24-26 May

® International Conference “Faith and
reconciliation: What is the Future of
Interfaith Dialogue?” - Peja/Pec.

Kosovo Friendship Society ‘Dr Haim
Avramanel’

23 MAY — 18:00

B Presentation of Ron Arad
Architects on Kosovo Jewish Heritage
Project at the Ethnological Museum

- Remarks by the Minister of Cul-
ture Memli Krasniqi

- Remarks by Jason Steinbaum,

Chief of Staff of Rep. Eliot Engel

23 MAY — 19:00

B Dinner hosted by Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Kosovo with the
keynote speech by Minister/Deputy
Minister and Rabbi Levi Matusof from
European Jewish Parliament;

23 MAY — 19:00

B Opening of the exhibition of the
photos from the book published by
Norman H Germshman “Besa — Mus-
lims Who Saved Jews in World War II”
in Hotel Dukagjini, Peja. Exhibition
will mark the opening of the Interfaith
Conference in city of Peja.

25 May

m 10th Anniversary of South East European
Gathering - Breakfast Prayer Ceremony -
Prishtina
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Events at the National Gallery of Kosovo

Galeria Kombétare e Kosovés Fundi i varkés sé Noas/The end of Noah'’s Ark

E National Gallery of Kosovo Kuruar nga/Curated by Suzana Varvarica Kuka

Nacionalna Galerija Kosova 08.05.2013-08. 06.2013

Afrim
Spahiu

Ministria e Kulturés, Rinisé dhe Sportit

Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport
Ministarstvo Kulture, Omladine i Sporta

@

Galeria Kombétare e Kosovés Fundi i varkés sé Noas/The end of Noah's Ark
National Gallery of Kosovo Kuruar nga/Curated by Suzana Varvarica Kuka

Nacionalna Galerija Kosova a I I 08.05.2013-08. 06.2013
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