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Beginning of the year brought 
good news for Kosovans. EU has 
finally decided to extend Kosovo 
a formal roadmap for visa liber-
alization, enabling Kosovo to be-
come last of the Balkan countries 
to have travel restrictions to EU 
significantly eased. 

European Commissioner for 
Home Affairs Cecilia Malm-
ström launched on January 19 
2012 a visa liberalisation dialogue 
with Kosovo in Pristina, during 
a solemn meeting with Kosovo’s 
Prime Minister Hashim Thaci 
and his government.

The aim of this dialogue is to 
eventually lift the visa obliga-
tion for citizens of Kosovo, the 
EC said. According to the EU 
sponsored Census 2011, almost 
one third of Kosovans are al-
ready residing in EU countries 
hence freedom of movement has 

become a crucial request from 
the public for the Kosovo gov-
ernment. The government has 
applied the reforms unilateral-
ly, but following agreement be-
tween EU heads of state in De-
cember 2011, Kosovo’s call for 
more exchanges will finally be 
reciprocated by Bruxelles. Re-
public of Kosovo now has the of-
ficial list of conditions to be ful-
filled for the visa-free regime to 
be implemented.

“Our commitment to visa liber-
alisation for the citizens of Koso-
vo is real, and I am very pleased 
that we can now start making 
concrete progress towards this 
goal,” Malmström said.

“I know how important vi-
sa free travel is to the citizens of 
Kosovo and I’m happy that we’ve 
now set the ball rolling”, she said.

Prime Minister Thaci was 

visibly satisfied with the prog-
ress achieved so far in Kosovo. 
To KND, hee declared that “the 
government of Kosovo has start-
ed implementing substantial re-
forms in key areas such pass-
ports, migration, security, cor-
ruption and human  rights such 
as freedom of movement, and 
will continue to press for more 
results as we approach the com-
pletion of the roadmap.”

Kosovo’s opinion polls tell a 
story of a nation that is very pro-
EU and pro-American, however 
due to specific nature of Kosovo’s 
nation-building efforts, Kosovo 
has not entered any formal con-
tractual relation with EU, as 5 
EU countries are yet to recog-
nize Kosovo as independent and 
sovereign. The ongoing dialogue 
initiated by EU between Kosovo 
and Serbia, is meant to find tech-

nical solutions to enable Kosovo’s 
direct, independent and equal 
participation in regional forums. 
Start of the visa dialogue, trade 
preferences for Kosovo and for-
mal signing of contracts between 
Kosovo and EU are some of the 
expected results of the reforms 
implemented in the young re-
public.

In the past, the EU launched 
visa liberalisation dialogues with 
five Western Balkans countries 
in order to allow their citizens to 
travel to the EU without a visa.

Following an assessment on 
the progress made by these coun-
tries in implementing major re-
forms, Macedonia, Montenegro 
and Serbia joined the EU’s visa-
free system in December 2009 
and Albania and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in November 2010. 
/ From agencies
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EU launches visa dialogue with Kosovo
European Commision launches the official dialogue with the Government of Kosovo to enable the visa-
free regime for the citizens of Kosovo.

European Commissioner for Home Affairs Cecilia Malmström with Primeminister Hashim Thaçi. foto astrit ibrahimi

What an eventful year we 
have had in Kosovo and 
around the world! The year 
began with significant revo-
lutions in the Arab world, 
some of which continue onto 
the new year. The revolutions 
mark a critical chapter in 
the history of these nations. 
They united and most of 
them achieved a prospect 
to rebuild 
their states 
and societ-
ies on their 
own terms. 
In March 
of 2011, the 
world saw 
a tragic 
earthquake 
followed by 
the worst 
nuclear 
disaster in 
Japan. We also saw an odious 
shooting in Norway, a royal 
wedding, the sovereign debt 
crisis in the Euro zone crisis 
going into its third year, and 
the demise of Osama bin Lad-
en and Muammar Gaddafi. 
And unlike, previous years’ 
events, which were followed 
mostly through conventional 
journalism, major events 
in 2011 were made visible 
through social media and ac-
cessible cell phone videos. 

Away from the interna-
tional news headlines, in 
Kosovo, we reported positive 
developments. The year 2011 

The year 
2011 in  
review
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Diplomatic Bits & Pieces

United Kingdom is 
one of the strongest 
advocates of Kosovo

1 What is the best thing about 
working and living in Kosovo? 
The friendliest people of all 

backgrounds, the restaurants and the 
food and drink - especially Decani 
monastery wine and Peja beer. 

2 How big is British presence in 
Kosovo? 
We have 8 UK-based staff and 

34 local staff working in the Embassy. 
The British Council plays a significant 
role, particularly in support of educa-
tion and the English language. The 
Department for International Devel-
opment is winding down as Kosovo 
moves towards the mainstream, but 
is still engaged on projects in support 
of governance, the rule of law and 
private sector development. On top of 
that, a large number of British experts 
are working in all of the International 
Organisations in Kosovo and a few 
are seconded to Kosovo Government 
institutions. On the business side, 
there is an active British Chamber of 
Commerce in Kosovo and we perhaps 
rather belatedly are beginning to see 
more British companies interested in 
the Kosovo market. 

3 How do you see British - Koso-
van relations developing? 
I see British-Kosovo relations 

going from strength to strength, 
although as Kosovo consolidates its in-
dependence the nature of the relation-
ship will change to one of partnership. 
The UK is one of Kosovo’s strongest 
advocates in the EU and NATO and 
we are cooperating with the Govern-
ment in a series of Institutions to boost 
the number of recognitions. As I have 
mentioned, business relations are 

strengthening and the interest of the 
young people of Kosovo in Britain, its 
culture and language augurs well for 
the future. 

4 What is your favourite part of 
Kosovo? 
This is an unfair question. But 

if I have to make a choice, it would be 
Peja/Peć. It combines the beautiful 
interiors of the Bajrakli Mosque and 
the Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate 
with the natural beauty of the Rugova 
Valley and the snow-capped moun-
tains stretching into Montenegro. It us 
the location of the brewery and has a 
grand railway station served by trains 
hauled by a NOHAB diesel I have had 
the privilege of being allowed to drive. 
Now I have given that answer, nobody 
from Pristina, Prizren, Gjilan, Gja-
kova, Gracanica or Mitrovica will ever 
speak to me again. 

5 What is your current reading 
list? 
I am currently half way through 

Noel Malcolm’s excellent “Short His-
tory of Kosovo”. I am also thumbing 
through a very funny ‘guidebook’ to an 
imaginary central European country 
called Molvania.

UK’s top diplomat in Kosovo, Ambassador Ian Cliff 
answers Five Quick Questions on how does he and his 
country view the progress in Kosovo, what Kosovan food 
he likes and what is he currently reading

Independence advocate James 
Berisha released from Erithrean 
prison
Cause of Kosovo’s independence has touched 
many friends of Kosovo and has spurred 
many good people to action. James Berisha, an 
American Albanian pilot has for two years now 
circled the world with his small piper plane 
to advocate for ecognition of independence. 
In his last such trip, Berisha ws arrested in 
Erithrea and remained in custody for 5 months, 
despite protests by Kosovo MFA. Following 
direct lobbying for his release by Deputy Prime 
MInister Pacolli and firneds of James such as 
Congressman Eliot Engell, Erithrean govern-
ment decided to release James so he can return 
back to his family.

shortnews
from the embassies

5 quick questions
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Kosovo’s MFA is one of the country’s 
youngest ministries with less than 
200 staff in Foreign Service and 
administration. The acute problem 
for the fully operational and inte-
grated administrated has been the 
chronic lack of space as the staff is 
currently split in three locations, 
physically separated in the capital 
city of Prishtina. Following a strong 
push by Minister Hoxhaj to find a 
permanent location for the ministry, 
plans have been drafted for the MFA 
to move in the central building that 
formerly housed UN Mission in 
Kosovo in pre-independence years. 

The building located in Mother 
Theresa street was also a Yugoslav 
army HQ in the year preceding the 
war of 1998/99 and now houses 
parts of EU justice mission EU-
LEX. Amicable solution has been 
found with authorities for one of the 
smaller unused offices towers to be 
used by Kosovo’s foreign ministry. 
We expect to move in by May 2012. 
MFA is proud to continue the his-
tory of intensive diplomatic efforts 
in a building that housed some of the 
most senior world diplomats during 
various moments of Kosovo’s recent 
history.

Kosovo MFA to be housed in the former UNMIK HQ  

Ambassador 
Ian Cliff

Total of nine new 
names pro-
posed including 
three women, 
all leaders in 
their respective 
professions.

American Koso-
van pilot James 
Berisha has 
travelled in over 
100 countries in 
his private quest 
to have Kosovo 
recognized as 
independent

New Ambassadors proposed for 
Parliamentary and Presidential 
approval 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs senior diplomatic 
staff is growing. Total of nine new names pro-
posed including three women, all leaders in 
their respective professions. Mr Akan Ismaili 
formerly CEO of Kosovo’s biggest private tele-
com; Mrs. Bukurije Gjonbalaj the PR director of 
public broadcaster RTK; Dr Mimosa Ahmetaj, 
former MP in two mandates; General Sylejman 
Selimi former KPC commander; Mr Ahmet 
Shala, former finance Minister are among the 
names proposed for the top diplomatic posts. 
Empty posts will be filled in Tirana, Skopje 
and Ljubljana while Berlin, Sofia, Washington 
DC, Rome, will rotate. Current plans are for 
two new Embassies to be opened in the Latin 
America and Middle East/North Africa as 
well as already confirmed new embassy in the 
neighbouring Republic of Montenegro.

nos scimus,  
non solum  
scribere



3jan/feb 2012Kosovo’s New Diplomat

Diplomatic Bits & Pieces

NewKosovoReadS

Czech writer, dissident under 
the communist regime, Pre-
sident of Czechoslovakia and 
later the Czech Republic, an 
avid supporter of democracy, 
and a friend of people of Ko-
sovo, in his political memoirs 
answers to the question why he 
has supported NATO interven-
tion on behalf of Kosovo against 
Milosevic’s rump Yugoslavia. 
Question: You’ve always 
had a reputation for being a 
very peace-loving and tolerant 
person, almost a pacifist as an 
author of essays, as a dissident, 
as a leader of a Velvet Revolu-
tion, and as president. But in 
our conversations you have 
made it clear, for instance, that 
you supported the NATO in-
tervention against Milosevic’s 
rump Yugoslavia, and the more 
recent attack of the internatio-
nal coalition on Iraq. How do 
you reconcile these things?
Havel: You are right that all 
my life, both in fundamental 
matters and in day-to-day 
affairs, I have always prefer-
red consensual resolutions, 
conversations, even compro-
mises. Olga, in her time, held 
this against me and called it 
cowardice, and so does Dasa, 
and I have been criticized from 
different sides. Perhaps there 
is some truth to the notion that 
my distaste for confrontation is 
almost chronic. But I must add 
that I have always thought that 

my tolerance has limits, and at 
some point to refuse to cross 
that line might easily mean the 
betrayal of my own principles, 
the betrayal of friends, and the 
betrayal of myself. There are 
simply moments when you 
have to cry out ‘’Enough’’ and 
be prepared to use force to 
protect yourself against evil. 
It is unfortunate, but as long 
as people are merely people, 
it will obviously be necessary. 

I recall how 
for a long 
time I was 
critical of the 
apathy of the 
international 
community 
to the events 
in Yugosla-
via. I felt that 
an interven-
tion would 
be neces-

sary sooner or later, and that 
sooner it was carried out, the 
fewer the sacrifices it would 
mean. I condemn the politics 
of appeasement; Czechos-
lovakia, and ultimately the 
whole world, had a direct 
experience of the suicidal 
nature of appeasement in the 
mid-twentieth century. A 
timely, well-coordinated, and 
decisive attack against Hitler 
could have save millions of 
lives. I know how hard it is for 
a responsible person to decide 

whether to fight or not: the 
risk of others by his decision, 
very seldom on himself. Still, 
if you can’t stand the heat, you 
shouldn’t go into the kitchen. 
I will never forget my visit to 
Kosovo years ago: tens of thou-
sands of families with their 
children, their animals, their 
bedding, and their wagons 
were returning over mountain 
roads, back to the homes from 
which they had been driven. 
Their gratitude to those who 
had intervened on their behalf 
was enormous. How often 
does it happen in history that 
half a million people who 
have been driven out of their 
homes return en masse six 
months later? In the matter 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
as in the Yugoslav conflicts, I 
was mostly in favor of timely 
intervention. To some I might 
have seemed at the time like 
a militarist, but I felt that 
intervention was the only way 
to prevent an infinitely greater 
misfortune. A certain kind 
of intervention is not only an 
expression of solidarity with 
one’s suffering fellow citizens 
of this planet, but also an act of 
self-defense: we never know 
how great a conflict may grow 
out a militant confrontation, 
and who might ultimately be 
drawn into it. Let us recall that 
the First World War Began in 
Sarajevo.

Last two months have conti-
nued to be active for Kosovo’s 
foreign service with more re-
cognitions confirmed accross 
the globe. This follows the 
wave of 6 recognitions, mostly 
from Africa, during the sum-
mer. Last two months, 4 more 
countries have recognized 

Kosovo and the count is at 85. 
There have been no new deve-
lopments in the membership 
in the regional, pan-European 
or international organizations 
as Kosovo awaits the results 
of the dialogue with Serbia 
on equal participation in the 
regional fora. 

Why I supported liberation of Kosovo?

Title: Travels In Blood and 
Honey: Becoming a Beekeeper in 
Kosovo [Paperback] 
Authors: Elizabeth Gowing 
Publisher: Signal books 
Publication Date: 2011 

Kosovo: the name conjures up 
blood: ethnic cleansing and war. 
This book reveals another side to 
the newest country in the world 
a land of generous families, 
strong tastes and lush lands-
capes: a land of honey. Elizabeth 
Gowing is rushed to Kosovo, on a 
blind date with the place , when 
her partner is suddenly offered 
the position of adviser to Prime 
Minister Agim Çeku. Knowing 
nothing of the language or po-
litics, she is thrown into a world 

of unpronounceable nouns, un-
familiar foods and bewilderingly 
hospitable people. On her first 
birthday in Kosovo she is given 
a beehive as a gift, and starts 
on a beekeeping apprenticeship 
with an unknown family; through 
their friendship and history she 
begins to understand her new 
home. Her apprenticeship leads 
her to other beekeepers too: 
retired guerrilla fighters, victims 
of human trafficking, political 
activists, a women’s beekeeping 
group who teach her how to 
dance, and the Prime Minister 
himself. She dons a beekee-
per’s veil, sees the bees safely 
through winter, manages to use 
a smoker, learns about wicker 
skeps, gets stung, harvests her 

honey and drizzles it over eve-
rything. In between, she starts 
working at Pristina s forgotten 
Ethnological Museum, runs a 
project in a restored stone house 
below the Accursed Mountains 
and falls in love with a country 
she had known only as a war. 
Travels in Blood and Honey 
charts the author s journeys 
through Kosovo’s countryside 
and its urban sprawl, its Serbs 
and Albanians, its history and 
heartache, its etymology and 
entomology, its sweet and its 
unsavoury. Describing new ways 
of living, and many new ways 
of cooking, the book contains 
traditional recipes, and the fla-
vours of Turkish coffee, chestnut 
honey, and the iconic food called 

fli. It is a celebration of travel, 
adventure and the new tastes 
you can acquire far from home. 

Sample Review: ‘Enthralling... 
a hugely affectionate picture of 
the everyday lives of ordinary 
Kosovans and a wonderful evo-
cation of a place that most of us 
know so little about. Food, above 
all honey, is the key that unlocks 
the doors between cultures. And 
I have every intention of trying 
some of the recipes.’ —Sophie 
Grigson 

Every issue of New Diplomat we will recommend 
two books, reports or websites with interesting 
and updated content on Kosovo.

Vaclav
Havel

Extract from 
memoir To the 
Castle and Back

a view from outside

RecoGnmeter
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Every two months, Kosovo’s New Diplomat will report 
the rate of recognitions of Kosovo’s sovereign and in-
dependent status by UN member states, international 
institutions and sports and cultural organizations.

Last month, no new countries 
were added to the official 
tally though several deve-
lopments expected in the first 
quarter of 2012. Count is at 85.

Follow us on
Twitter @MFAKosovo

“I will never forget my visit to Kosovo”, explained the late President Havel in his political memoir 
“To the Castle and Back”, explaining his support for NATO intervention in Kosovo in 1999.

«This book reveals another side to the 
newest country in Europe»
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presented us with opportunities that 
further cleared away the war debris 
and set our country and region on a 
path toward a European future. As is 
the case with previous years, in 2011 
we have continued with our efforts 
to enhance our democratic state to 
provide services and protect liberties 
of all its citizens. With a functioning 
government and defined territory, 
Kosovo today represents a model 
democratic state built on the basis of 
true expression of the political will of 
the majority of its people. 

This year, we have readily accepted 
the EU invitation to engage in a 
constructive dialogue with Serbia on 
technical and practical issues that our 
people are faced with everyday. I be-
lieve that dialogue sessions present us 
with an opportunity for both Kosovo 
and Serbia to put the past behind and 
focus on the future – our European 
future. The focus of my Gov-
ernment’s is a future that sees 
both the Republic of Kosovo 
and the Republic of Serbia in 
the European family as equal 
and sovereign states. 

We are willing to meet and 
engage in practical dialogue. 
In this way, we aim to bring 
our country and our region 
closer to European Union. 
Good neighborly relations is 
an important element for a 
peaceful, stable and secure 
Balkans. We have made 
numerous calls to the govern-
ment of Serbia to join us in 
opposing radical elements 
that obstruct the peace and 
stability in our war-scarred 
region. And we have made 
calls for Serbia to stop the ob-
struction of our participation 
in regional initiatives. 

I am proud to inform you 
that Kosovo has been for-
mally recognized by 86 states around 
the world. Kosovo is recognized by 
22 out of 27 EU member states, 25 out 
of 29 NATO Member States, 7 out of 
8 Members of the G-8, as well as a 
number of countries in other conti-
nents. Also, the Republic of Kosovo is 
a member of important mechanisms 
like: i) European Common Aviation 
Area (ECAA); ii) Central European 
Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA); iii) 
International Road and Transport 
Union (IRTU); and iv) Energy Com-
munity South East Europe Treaty 
(ECSEE). Additionally, Kosovo is a 
member of the International Mon-
etary Fund and the World Bank. The 
international recognitions and sup-
port have continuously shown that 
the state of Kosovo is an irreversible 
reality and one that has proven to be a 
crucial factor to peace and stability in 
the region.  

In October of last year, we received 
the European Commission’s Report 
on the progress towards European 
Union integration of the Western 
Balkan countries. The report deliv-
ered the long-waited news about the 

launching of a dialogue between the 
Republic of Kosovo and the European 
Commission for the visa liberalization 
process. And just as the year was con-
cluding the European Council decided 
on the readiness for candidate status 
of countries in the region. Kosovo has 
been a country for less than four years 
and we are tirelessly working toward 
securing a European Union future. In 
the meantime, our neighbors’ success 
motivates us to revamp our efforts to-
ward our own European aspirations. 
We see our region’s EU path as a way 
to overcome divisions through mutual 
support. 

We have also established a Ministry 
for European Integration to ensure 
that we meet all the necessary stan-
dards in a timely manner. We hope 
to soon see Kosovars join the Balkan 
states in the visa-free regime in Eu-
rope.  

One of the most sensitive issues 
today is northern Kosovo, 
where illegal parallel Serbian 
institutions operate. But, 
the Kosovo Government is 
determined to provide good 
services to the population in 
the north as well as ensure 
that the rule of law is imple-
mented within all of Kosovo’s 
territory. Most of the second 
half of the past year was char-
acterized with an increased 
amount of tension in northern 
Kosovo. We remain commit-
ted to cooperating with our 
neighbors in ensuring the 
rule of law is installed and 
respected throughout the 
region. 

Additionally, responding 
to a three-year embargo by 
Serbia and Bosnia and Herze-
govina against products from 
Kosovo, in July the Govern-
ment of Kosovo was forced to 
install reciprocity measures 

against these two states. The Kosovo 
Government used the EU-facilitated 
dialogue to find solutions to issues 
with Serbia and in this way normal-
ized trade relations. 

In light of a severe sovereign debt 
crisis in the Euro zone, the Balkan’s 
longstanding disputes must be wor-
risome for Europe. But, they are tire-
some and resource consuming to our 
region as well. In a world expecting 
new elections and leadership, new and 
transitional governments in the Arab 
world, a deep economic crisis, nervous 
investors, Kosovo is determined to 
play a positive role. The end of regimes 
in the Arab world presents opportuni-
ties for new, meaningful relationships 
between Kosovo and these respective 
governments. Kosovo is a partner 
equipped and willing to share relevant 
best practices and lessons from the 
transition we underwent. It is time the 
attitude of conflict was replaced with 
cooperation and integration, in this 
way reflecting the highest standards 
and the reality of our world today.

Author is the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

  What do you do, where are you based?  I am 
First Secretary at the Embassy of the Republic of 
Kosovo in Washington, D.C. 

  What is the most you like about the job you 
do? I like that my job has given me the privilege 
of being one of the Kosovo’s diplomats to offi-
cially represent my country. My everyday work 
gives me the opportunity to be involved in and to 
contribute to issues of relevance to my country 
and to my fellow citizens. 

  What is the best thing about the city you 
live in? Washington DC amazes me with its cultu-
ral, intellectual, and architectural diversity, and 
the people that I meet and collaborate with only 
add to the magnificence and the uniqueness of 
working and living in this city. 

  What do you do, where are you based? I am 
the Ambassador of the Republic of Kosovo to the 
Republic of Croatia, based in capital Zagreb.

  What is the most you like about the job you 
do? The feeling that I am contributing to bring 
people and ideas of two countries together as 
proper Ambassadors do.  

  What is the best thing about the city you 
live in? A hint of poetry is always in Zagreb’s air, 
as the city’s ambiance changes with millions of 
colors of the trees, and as the voice of a street 
musicians approaches from the corner.

  What do you do, where are you based? I am 
First Secretary at the Kosovo Embassy in France, 
in charge of the political issues. I am based in Paris 
since February 2011.

  What is the most you like about the job you 
do? I particularly appreciate a diverse dimensions 
of my work of promoting our country’s interests, 
first developing and strengthening relations at the 
bilateral level (between Kosovo and France) but also 
at the international level (because of the presence 
of international organizations in France : UNESCO, 
OECD, CoE, Francophonie – OIF...).

  What is the best thing about the city you 
live in? I specially appreciate the architectural 
patrimony of Paris, notably city’s most famous 
monuments (the Eiffel Tower, the Notre-Dame 
Cathedral...), which makes Paris one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world, with a cultural life with 
an international reputation (Museums, Theatre, 
Opera ) and of course the high gastronomy!

  What do you do, where are you based? I am 
a diplomatic adviser to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Enver Hoxhaj. I am based in Prishtina. 

  What is the most you like about the job you 
do? Public service is what I believe in and where I 
feel valuable. I work and collaborate with some of the 
greatest people I have ever worked with, who value 
my work and inspire me. 

  What is the best thing about the city you 
live in? Prishtina is a vibrant city. Being back from the 
States, I find it heartening how fast Prishtina moves 
along with an ever-changing world. 

VALDET SADIKU / Ambassador, croatia

Gjeneza Budima / FIRST SECRETARY, USA

Lulzim Hiseni / First Secretary, France

ZANA RUDI / ADVISOR TO THE MINISTER, Kosovo

NEWDIPLOMATS

It is time 
the at-
titude of 
conflict 
was 
replaced 
with 
coopera-
tion and 
integra-
tion.

continued from page 1
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Brezovica in short 
Geographic height: 2,500 meters; Distance from the city of Prishtina: 80km;  
Optimum Ski-lift capacity: 3,900 people per hour; Number of hotel rooms: 680 beds.

Shpresa Rifati’s cheeks are all 
red as she is walking in her 
winter gear on the snowy road 
in southern Kosovo’s Brezovica. 
The actual ski resort and ski lifts 
are about 8 km further away but 
throngs of tourists are exiting 
dozens of busses stuck on the 
road due to heavy snow falls. It’s 
chaos out here and many teena-
gers seem genuinely thrilled 
with over a meter of snow that 
has engulfed much of the lands-
cape.

The popularity of the ski re-
sort is easily explained with the 
fact that it’s the only proper one 
in all of Kosovo, but one can ima-
gine that the place can be much 

more profitable and maintained 
with a proper facelift. 

Brezovica ski resort is a popu-
lar destination for ski and board 
fans but the chaos with the 
transport and the lack of road 
maintenance only serve to hi-
ghlight the need for investment. 
New York Times called Brezo-
vica “a rugged natural beauty, 
powdery snow and Olympic-
level ski runs that attracted the 
likes of the former Yugoslav lea-
der Josip Broz Tito.”

Kosovo is a small country in 
South East Europe. It has less 
than 2 million inhabitants ac-
cording to EU sponsored cen-
sus. They live in around 10,000 

sq km, hence it’s rather den-
sely populated, little country. 
Most of the people live in the ci-
ties though, with Prishtina - the 
capital city. rapidly becoming 
a bustling, if somewhat grit-
ty, urban centre. For some rea-
son, Prishtina is also popular 
with hip=hop stars so 50 Cent, 
Snoop Dog, Busta Rhymes, Wu 
Tang Clan, The Game and ma-
ny others have all performed in 
the packed stadiums of dilapi-
dated city. 

Well, far away from this intri-
guing and counterintuitive city, 
we have beautiful Sharr moun-
tains, mostly shared between 
neighbouring, cumbersomely 

called, Former Yugoslav Repu-
blic of Macedonia and Koso-
vo. These are beautiful rugged 
mountains with long winter 
seasons. On Kosovo’s side, one 
can visit Brezovica, a tiny vil-
lage close to a small city of (mul-
ti-consonental) Strpce. 

While north of Kosovo gets 
all the media attention due to 
ongoing unrest, this specific re-
gion of Kosovo is rather more 
pragmatic. Majority consists of 
ethnic Serbs, but they have com-
pletely integrated into the inde-
pendent, Kosovan authorities by 
participating in the local elec-
tions. “I want to make a living 
and keep my family and for this 

we are dependent from the wee-
kend tourists from Prishtina. 
The boys and girls from there 
are my main costumers” – says 
Jovan, the Serbian owner of a 
small restaurant. He also claims 
he sells up to hundred letters of 
rakija [a local brandy] to tourists 
every week. 

Marko Simeonis is a private 
ski instructor. He is actually 
from Serbia but he has come 
here to check out the slopes 
which he calls “legendary”, and 
maybe find a job opportunity. He 
says he is thrilled with the lands-
cape and skiing but less so with 
the employment opportunities. 

Kosovo is a landlocked country, but luckily so, with a diverse landscape. On the southern tip of the country lies Brezovica, a 
beautiful ski village that attracts thousands of visitors

Brezovica – Kosovo’s rugged beauty

Feature of the month

The peak of Brezovica 
resort in souther Kosovo 
reaches 2,500 metres. 
foto ermal meta

VALDET SADIKU / Ambassador, croatia

Gjeneza Budima / FIRST SECRETARY, USA

continued on page 6
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“It’s all very disorganized. Lot 
of old communist building lay 
around empty when they could 
be privatized. Politics has kept 
the money away. Investment 
would allow for more skiers to 
spend more time on slopes, and 
less waiting for the lift.

Brezovica is indeed set for a 
major investment. Kosovo Trust 
Agency is the country’s authori-
ty engaged with the sale of pu-
blic assets. With the help of EU-
financed consultants, the KPA 
has drafted an impressive plan 
for growth, with a completely 
new and sustainable commu-
nity being proposed to be of-
fered for a concession in a ten-
dering process. “Brezovica has 
perfect location and covers a big 
area as it can serve Albania, Ko-

sovo and Macedonia. It’s consis-
tently well-powered with snow 
and we believe, and EU agrees, 
it presents an excellent invest-
ment opportunity”, says Mrika 
Tahiri, KTA’s young and ener-
getic Deputy Director. She is a 
Brezovica fan herself and visits 
the place frequently. “Brezovica 
is placed in the centre of the last 
virgin forests of Europe. Other 
winter markets are saturated 
and we hope for the feasibility 
plan to show that winter tourism 
can be a major investment area in 
Kosovo” – Mrs. Tahiri ads, ma-
king a convincing selling pitch. 

Right now though, the place 
needs some minimal investment 
to keep up with the present in-
flux of visitors. As a trickle of fo-
reign visitors becomes a river, 
Brezovica will need better in-

frastructure and more attractive 
events to maintain the interest of 
the people. 

One of the winter sports en-
thusiast that are working hard 
to change the image of Brezovica 
is Renato Laci, one of the people 
behind Scardus, the NGO that 
organizes the annual SBX Brezo-
vica Cup.  Renato says that the 
aim of the organization he hel-
ped found is to promote various 
ski and board disciplines in what 
he calls “some of the wildest Bal-
kan mountains”. Last year’s 
competition attracted many 
known names of snowboarding 
world. This year it may be even 
better, if the snow keeps falling.

Back in Prishtina, Mrs. Tahiri 
explains that investments in the 
hotel facilities have been blocked 
by the remnants of the previous 

regime. Namely, during the Mi-
losevic years, the Kosovo’s pu-
blic company that owned all 
facilities was incorporated in-
to a Serbian one. UN annulled 

those decisions of forceful mer-
ger back in 1999, but for many 
years no one enforced eviction, 
in order not to disturb the poli-
tical stability. 

Now however, the local po-
pulation has gained trust and 
have began cooperating with 
Prishtina in implementing the 
decentralization plan that was 
promised by Kosovo, in return 

of independence. “The Kosovo 
Trust Agency (KTA), after re-
ceiving the green light from the 
UN-Headquarters in New York 
and in cooperation with the cur-
rent management of Brezovica 
as well as with the Municipa-
lity of Shtërpce, where the re-
sort is situated, is expected to 
announce during October the 
tender for the privatisation of 
this Ski-resort. The due-dili-
gence period is expected to last 
for around 2 months and the 
biding will most probably take 
place in the early weeks of 2008. 
The KTA aims at targeting sui-
table investors and developers 
with a proven record of accom-
plishment in large-scale real es-
tate development.” – says the in-
fo-sheet provided by Kosovo’s 
government.

continued from page 5

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Republic of Kosovo is one of 
the newest state institutions in 
Kosovo. It has been established 
after the Declaration of Indepen-
dence as Kosovo’s primary insti-
tution of foreign and diplomatic 
service.

As we enter soon half a decade 
of existence of Kosovo as a so-
vereign and independent state, 
with the independence confir-
med as internationally valid by 
International Court of Justice in 
the landmark case of 2010, ques-
tion is how far have we come at 
MFA in making Kosovo known 
as a new member of community 
of nations? What are the diplo-
matic tools we are using in our 
communication? How can we 
be better at promoting Kosovo 
and promoting the message of 
peace that comes from Kosovo?

These were some of the 
questions we have tackled at the 
cabinet level in order to improve 
our overall performance and in 
order to obtain concrete results 
in our work. Minister Hoxhaj 
had been excellent at adopting 
new ideas and enabling creative 
debate that brought several new 
moments.

Let me say that quite a lot has 
been implemented in 2011.

Important reforms and inter-
nal restructuring is initiated in 
order to be able to slowly shift 
from traditional diplomacy and 
focus solely on bilateral recogni-
tions to a wider operational fra-
mework that allows us to invest 
in public diplomacy, digital stra-
tegy, multilateral memberships 
and modern and dynamic 

logistics and staff. New organi-
gram was drafted with the help 
of a former Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State Mr. Michael 
Parmbly who has stayed with 
our minister for several months 
to help draft a new schematic 
and narrative operational fra-
mework. The organigram was 
conceptualized having in mine 
Kosovo’s resources and needs 

identified du-
ring the first 
three years. 

Secondly, 
the Ministry 
itself was split 
in several 
building and 
was severely 
handicapped 
with the fact 
that finances 
and adminis-

tration was physically separated 
from the senior leadership. 
Hence, much lobbying was nee-
ded in this age of austerity for 
MFA Kosovo to receive a proper 
home. This was achieved in the 
end and we are proud to an-
nounce that shortly in spring we 
will be moving to the building 
that formerly housed UN and 
EULEX missions in the centre 
of Prishtina. Repairing works 
are already taking place and the 
interior of the building is being 
modestly refurbished so it can 
serve the function. A new HQ 
for MFA will greatly improve 
the efficiency and will boost the 
staff morale.

Thirdly, we identified the 
need of providing continuous 
training for all the staff and es-

pecially the diplomatic service. 
We have signed new MoU’s of 
cooperation with George Soros 
Foundation, UK’s FCO and Bri-
tish Council for a diverse pro-
gram of projects that will greatly 
increase the scope of our work. 
Soros Foundation will co-invest 
in projects of public diplomacy 
as well as providing trainings 
for stakeholders in diplomacy 
from both the government as 
well as civil society. Similarly, 
the cooperation with British 
Embassy in Prishtina has 
greatly improved our network 
and has truly revolutionized 
the way we do diplomacy. One 
has to mention the success of 
Germia Hill Conference, the 
premium event of foreign affairs 
in Kosovo which gathered do-
zens of experts to discuss issues 
of pan-European importance. 
Special attention was also given 
to improve relationship with 
the 5 non-recognizing countries 
from European Union and im-
proving overall communication 
with the non-recognizers.

Second generation of diplo-
mats has been proposed and we 
eagerly expect for President’s 
approval to finally complete our 
depleted first generation. Tirana 
and Ljubljana will finally host 
new Ambassadors, as will Latin 
America and our neighbour and 
partner Montenegro.

Ministry has also published 
more materials and cooperated 
with diplomatic magazines 
such as UK’s The Diplomat and 
France’s Le Lettre Diplomatique 
to publish tailored content 
from Kosovo, while we have 

also launched our own news-
letter, the one you are currently 
reading.

This was done on top of 
extensive travel agenda that 
saw Minister visit almost third 
of world countries in official 
trips meeting twice all the EU 
ministers from Quint countries 
involved in Balkan issues. Al-
most 200 official guests visited 
MFA during 2011 from around 
the world, from Ministers to 
key opinion-makers and ex-
perts from around the world. 13 
new recognitions were secured. 
MFA has also launched a new 
initiative to address the issues 
of human rights and ecumeni-
cal dialogue and is supporting 
important inter-faith activities.

There is still much to be 
done. MFA needs to cement 
the internal reforms and to 
match projects with resources 
and staff in the most efficient 
way. We are still building up 
the protocol. We are yet to do 
proper follow-ups to major 
initiatives and thus many 
opportunities pass us by. That 
being said, 2011 was an exciting 
and successful year for Kosovo’s 
new diplomats. A landmark 
year when Kosovo’s path to EU 
was irreversibly confirmed by 
EU Commission in December. 
We look forward to the exciting 
new challenges connected to 
ever stronger pull of Bruxelles 
in the Land of Blood and Honey, 
the old name for our tragic but 
ever-promising Balkans.

Author is the Deputy  
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Kosovo’s Foreign Service is growing and improving
Kosovo’s FMA has increased overall scope of activities, attracted new support from donors and increased the output such as 
recognitions, bilateral agreements and in public diplomacy

PETRIT
SELIMI

Kosovo
MFA

Important reforms and 
internal restructuring is 
initiated in order to be 
able to slowly shift from 
traditional diplomacy and 
focus solely on bilateral 
recognitions to a wider 
operational framework 
that allows us to invest in 
public diplomacy, digital 
strategy, multilateral 
memberships and modern 
and dynamic logistics and 
staff.

Winter tourism can be 
a major investment 
area in Kosovo.



Petrit Çeku is one of Kosovo’s 
foremost musicians. Although 
in his mid twenties, Çeku has al-
ready won many international 
awards and has published solo 
albums of favorite pieces for clas-
sical guitar. He will perform for 
the Kosovo’s Independence Day 
celebration in Kosovo’s Embas-
sy in Berlin. We caught up with 
to discuss his dual nationality 
and love of Kosovo and Croatia, 
his favorite activity of drinking 
tea in the relaxed city of Prizren 
and his professional plans as he 
is soon to finish the prestigious 
Peabody Conservatorium in Bal-
timore, US.

Kosovo’s New Diplomat: Mr 
Ceku, you are a member of the 
new generation of Kosovans 
which is truly European as 
you have lived in many coun-
tries and you have two citizen-
ships. What is for you Koso-
vo? What do you hold dear 
from your old country?

I often wonder if I would be a 
musician had I been born some-
where other than Kosovo. I 
would certainly play the guitar, 
but would I willingly play the in-
strument for as much as 10 hours 
a day during my childhood, if I 
had the opportunity to go out and 
do things that children of West-
ern countries can choose to do? 
The terror that we went through 
in Kosovo during the 90’s had a 
deep impact in my life and I be-
lieve had a major role in choosing 
my profession. Inability to go out 
and the variety of emotions that 
were created by those terrible 
experiences that we had, made 
me stay home and inspired me to 
play the guitar. Today, everything 
I have is thanks to the guitar. The 
instrument is a major part of who 
I am, so is my homeland, Kosovo. 

What I like most about Koso-
vo is the style of its’ citizens. The 
way they deal with their every-
day problems and their past is 
very stylish and I am not saying 
this ironically. I also adore the 
restless energy of young people 
in Kosovo and strange wisdom 
of the old. I enjoy going to Koso-
vo, it has so much to offer, from 
very rural traditional rarities, to 
very trendy and modern extrav-
agances. 

KND: You have achieved 
quite a success at a young age, 
winning prizes and acclaims. 
Do you think slowly but sure-
ly there is more of culture new 
coming from Kosovo and less 
war and conflict?

Just take a look at the number 
and quality of festivals in Koso-
vo - film festivals, classical mu-
sic festivals, modern music fes-
tivals, you name it. And they are 
very successful and popular, es-
pecially among young people. I 
am on the road most of the year 
and I do meet a lot of great artists 
around the world, which makes 
me competent to say that there 

is a great deal of artistry in Koso-
vo. In theory, I believe this has to 
do with the visa issue. Not be-
ing able to travel is a big sanction 
and history tells us that sanctions 
can influence art in a good way, 
which is bizarre but true. Artists 
in Kosovo, with their original-
ity, enthusiasm and particular-
ly wide view of the world (which 
ironically they are not allowed to 

visit), remind me of some of the 
great artists of Soviet Russia. But 
nevertheless, I hope that my fel-
low citizens of Kosovo will be al-
lowed to travel the world freely 
very soon. That would allow the 
artists from Kosovo to show their 
freshness and originality, which 
the world really needs right now. 

New Diplomat: What is 
your favorite thing to do 
in Prizren, the city of your 
birth?

Although I recently live in the 
United States, I do visit my home-
town very often, sometimes just 
for a day. I love going there for 
dozens of specific reasons. To 
name a few - tea, which I drink 
about 10 during the day when I 
am home, a variety of wonderful 
food and lots and lots of very in-
teresting conversations. Prizre-
nians are charming people, but 
their charm is somehow reserved 
for the people that speak the spe-
cific dialect of the town, com-
bined with the remains of an old 
Turkish language. Being a priz-
renian myself, I am privileged to 
enjoy these secret charms of Priz-
ren. There is also the great film 
festival Docufest, which takes 
place in summer. I ‘traditional-
ly’ attend the festival every year 
since it’s foundation 11 years ago, 
so I’ve seen it’s growth to one of 
the best documentary and short 
film festivals in the world step by 
step. It is a magical experience, 
as all the people that come to the 
festival from all over the world 
would agree. 

KND: Are Croats taking 
good care of you? What is 
most you like about Croatia?

Croatia has been like an angel 
to me. I must say that I always felt 
that I had the full support of the 
Croatian people, not only now-
adays, when I sort of a celebrity 
over there. I love that country and 
I never felt like a foreigner there. 
Most of the time I forget the fact 
that I am a foreigner in Croatia 
and nobody reminds me that. 
Croatia has a spectacular nature; 
it’s very well regulated as a state, 
has a deep appreciation of arts 
and has one of the best classical 
guitar schools in the world. 

KND: You will be perform-
ing for Kosovo’s Indepen-
dence Day in Berlin, can you 
tell us little bit more about this 
concert as well as your 2012 
calendar? Where can the au-
dience catch you this year? 
What are your plans? 

In 2012 I will be performing 
in the US, Canada and several 
countries of Europe. Just like last 
year, I will be flying most of the 
time. This is the first time I am 
collaborating with an Embassy 
of Kosovo and I have mixed feel-
ings of joy, pride and melancho-
lia. We have had a very long and 
painful ride to achieving what we 
have now and working with the 
Embassy of Kosovo reminded 
me that. I am especially pleased 
that I am performing in Berlin, 
because Berlinale festival takes 
place around the date of our Inde-
pendence Day. I got lucky!  / KND
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Petrit Çeku was born in 1985 
in Prizren, Kosovo, where he 
received instruction from Luan 
Sapunxhiu. In 2002, he moved 
to Zagreb, Croatia, where he 
continued his music education 
at the Music Academy in Za-
greb, from where he graduated 
in 2008. Mr. Çeku has won top 
prizes in numerous competi-
tions. Among them first prize 
in the All-Croatian Competition 
in Dubrovnik in 2003 as well as 
first prize in the international 
guitar competition Anna Amalia 
in Weimar, Germany. The fol-
lowing year he won the Emilio 
Pujol guitar competition in Sas-
sari, Italy, as well as the Andrés 
Segovia in Velbert, Germany. 
Also in 2004, he represented 
Croatia in the European Music 
Prize for Youth in Dubrovnik 
and won first prize, as well as 
the Croatian Composers’ Union 
prize for the performance of a 
work by a Croatian composer. 
He was the only guitarist in the 

international young music art-
ists’ competition Ferdo Livadic 
in Samobor, Croatia, and 
won first prize by unanimous 
decision of the jury. Petrit Çeku 
was awarded the Silver Medal 
in The Parkening Competi-
tion in Malibu, California, and 
second prize in the Printemps 
de la Guitare in Charleroi, 
Belgium in 2006. By winning 
the Pittaluga Competition in 
Alessandria, Italy (2007), Petrit 
Çeku established himself as 
one of the leading guitarists of 
the young generation. In 2008, 
Petrit Çeku was awarded the 
annual prize of The Zagreb 
Philharmonic Orchestra as The 
Best Young Musician of the Year 
2008, and his first solo CD was 
released on the Naxos label. Mr. 
Çeku performs regularly with 
symphony orchestras as well as 
in chamber music setting with 
various musicians. with Manuel 
Barrueco in the Peabody Con-
servatory in Baltimore, USA.

 I adore the restless energy of young people in Kosovo and strange wisdom of the old.

BIO
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International affairs

Please join us for festivities planned in all our diplomatic and consular posts around the world:
Ankara, Bern, Berlin, Brussels, Budapest, Frankfurt, Geneva, Ljubljana, London, New York, Paris, Prague, 
Riyadh, Rome, Skopje, Sofia, Stockholm, Stuttgart, Tirana, The Hague, Tokyo, Zagreb, Zurich, Vienna,  
Washington DC

Kosovo will be 4 years old  
on 17th of february 2012!

Happy  
Independence 
Day 2012

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Republic of Kosovo 
congratulates all Kosovans and friends of Kosovo


